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 Musings on  
“starting here”

Since 2005, I have had the 
opportunity to interact with 
thousands of Hesston College 
alumni. This is perhaps the 
biggest perk of the presidency, 
and I am grateful for the chance 
to be with people who got their 
start at Hesston College.

In some ways, START 
HERE is a misnomer. Our 

students actually start in families, churches and schools in places 
like Addis Ababa, Oklahoma City, Kalona and Little River. But 
it is also true that for most of our alumni, Hesston represents 
some kind of start, whether it is the first significant time away 
from family or the beginning of a new career. As I listen to these 
“start” stories, several themes are repeated over and over.  

The main story line usually contains the theme of gaining 
a strong foundation for whatever comes next – service, career, 
marriage or further education. “I gained confidence at Hesston” 
is likely the most repeated line I hear. Then there comes some 
elaboration on that theme.  

For many, it is confidence in their ability to succeed in an 
academic area or profession. They earn good grades, transfer 
and become respected airline pilots, engineers, farmers, 
manufacturers and health care workers. There is something about 
the Hesston Experience that gives people a kind of “Yes, I can 
do that” spirit. It is not arrogance, but an assurance that one is 
capable of doing what is needed.  

For many others, the dominant theme is confidence in 
relationships. These stories usually revolve around becoming 
friends with people from other parts of the world or being put 
into situations that called out their leadership gifts. The intensity 
of relationships on a residential college campus is seldom 
matched in other settings.

Included in all of these stories is a sense of spiritual growth 
– of being gently challenged or questioned in ways that help 
solidify spiritual identity. 

There is no short list or secret ingredient, but there is 
something in this culture of caring that accepts students as they 
are and with the stories they bring that helps them gain the 
foundation they need for the next step in life.

Dr. Howard Keim ’71, President
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When it came time to choose a college and 
a major, Megan Cernek ’14 (Elton, La.) 
surprised her friends and family when she 

announced she was interested in aviation. 

Hailing from a family of mechanics and farmers in her 
small Coushatta Tribe community, aviation was not the 
typical path of choice, but it was the one that sparked 
interest for the reserved young woman to pursue.

“My interest in aviation started when I was 14 or 15, but 
I didn’t tell anyone,” said Megan. “I would watch the small 
Cessnas flying over our house looking for pipeline leaks, 
and I thought it would be a lot of fun to do.”

Once she shared her intentions, choosing the college 
was easy. Her father, John Cernek ’80, was a Hesston 

alumnus, so Megan had heard of Hesston, but she discov-
ered the aviation program when an issue of the Hesston 
College Today arrived featuring the program.

“I realized my copy of the alumni magazine had disap-
peared, and about a month later Megan came out of her 
room carrying it,” John said. “When she finally announced 
that she wanted to study aviation at Hesston, I was sur-
prised, but the more I thought about it, it made sense. 
Megan has always been inquisitive and asked mechanical 
questions about the cars and tractors I was working on.”

“Hesston was the only college I visited,” Megan said. “I 
never wanted to go to a mega university where students 
are just a number. I liked Hesston’s small environment 
and the personal interaction with faculty.” 
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Having grown up on a farm in Wis-
consin, John discovered Hesston College 
after seeing an ad in the Campus Life 
magazine. He was attracted to the thriving 
agriculture department and the Chris-
tian community. He earned his associate 
degree in agri-business before transfer-
ring to Moody Bible Institute (Chicago) 
where he pursued a calling to ministry, 
earning a B.A. in international studies and 
an M.A. in pastoral counseling. He now 
raises livestock and serves as a pastor and 
school principal at Indian Bible Academy, 
an agricultural charter school he founded 
in 2005. He also completed a doctorate of 
education in December 2013.

“My time at Hesston was a new experi-
ence for me and stretched me in many 
ways,” said John. “I got an education in 
agriculture that was as good as anything 
I would have gotten at a big university. I 
also got to know more about Anabaptist 
history – a branch of Christianity I had 
not been exposed to.”

John’s penchant for entertaining several 
interests and professions trickled down 
to Megan, who says her family thought 
she would go to culinary school or pursue 
photography – both hobbies she still 
enjoys. When considering plans of study, 
aside from aviation, she also entertained 
thoughts of majoring in Bible or agri-
business like her father. Since being at 
Hesston, her artistic side has also been 
nurtured and she has grown to enjoy 
ceramics as well.

At present Megan does not intend to 
pursue a long-term career in aviation, yet 
she is grateful for the strong foundation 
she has gained as a result of what began 
as an experiment. Aviation students arrive 
for the school year a week before other 
students to get a jump start on classes –  
a start that would prove to have unique 
challenges for Megan.

“Fly Larks Week was like drinking 
through a fire hose,” she said. “I knew 

coVer storY

Opposite page: Megan and John pose for a father/
daughter photo at their home in Louisiana.

Above: Megan inspects a Hesston College plane 
before a flight lesson.

nothing about aviation and I was the only 
woman in the first year of the program so 
I was overwhelmed, nervous and wor-
ried. I finally decided to stop worrying, 
changed my attitude and began getting 
excited for what I would learn.”

Despite the rough start, Megan soon 
became comfortable with her choice. She 
earned her private pilot license in Febru-

ary and will also finish her instrument 
rating at Hesston before deciding what 
her next steps will be. 

“I just take opportunities as they 
come,” said Megan. “All the doors opened 
for me to come to Hesston, and I believe 
this is where God wants me.”

In an unexpected turn of events, John 
did the same thing – for a second time. 

Inspired by his daughter’s unexpected 
choice in aviation, John enrolled in pri-
vate pilot lessons through Hesston for 
about a month in the summer of 2013. 

“My roommate at Hesston was an avia-
tion major, so I would go with him to the 
airport from time to time, which sparked 
an interest for me,” said John. “I began 

pursuing aviation at Moody, but with 
the call to ministry and getting married, 
I thought God had closed the door on it. 
When I got the opportunity to go back 
and pursue the dream I had given up on,  
I grabbed it.”

In a whirlwind three and a half weeks, 
John took as many aviation lessons as he 
could and made his first solo flight after 
10 days. He finished his private pilot 
training at a flight training school in 
Louisiana in February 2014 and hopes to 
return to Hesston for instrument training 
this summer.

“I am excited about using aviation on 
the mission field in whatever way God 
calls me,” he said.

Megan’s plans for the future may not 
be finalized, but she is confident that with 
time everything will continue to fall into 
place. Both she and her father are grateful 

“The people at Hesston – 
especially my instructors – 
have helped me develop my 
intellectual and spiritual 

maturity. It’s surprising how 
much you learn about yourself 
when people are so invested in 

your life and learning.”
– Megan Cernek ’14 –

for the guidance and opportunities her 
Hesston College start provided her.

“The people at Hesston – especially my 
instructors – have helped me develop my 
intellectual and spiritual maturity,” said 
Megan. “It’s surprising how much you 
learn about yourself when people are so 
invested in your life and learning.” 

courtesy photo
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choosing to MaKe a diFFerence

Students aren’t the only ones who have a myriad of options 
when choosing a college. Faculty have choices, too. Hesston 
College is blessed with an overwhelmingly intelligent, talented, 
creative and energetic faculty who choose to help make 
students’ starts incredible.

Tony Brown ’69 could be doing a lot of different things – and 
he is. On top of his teaching responsibilities in Hesston’s social 
work program, Brown travels the country singing and perform-
ing shows personally and as a representative of the college. He 
is also the founder of the Peacing It Together Foundation, an 
organization that serves the global community as a resource for 
peace and social justice.

choosing to  
MaKe a diFFerence

Brown could travel the world and perform full time, yet he 
chooses to make Hesston College a priority.

“I feel an attachment to Hesston,” he said. “When I was 
considering coming to Hesston as a faculty member, I saw 
something here I remembered from my time as a student – at 
Hesston, people are people, not just a number. Faculty and 
staff impact students’ lives. We are expected to get to know our 
students and vice versa. I feel honored to be able to influence and 
impact students. It is affirming and life giving.”

Brown returned to Hesston as an instructor and artist in 
residence in 2000 in what was to be a one-year arrangement. He 
had been assistant director of therapy and psychotherapy at the 
University of Washington (Seattle) for 17 years prior. He was 
also singing on the side, taking vacation days from the university 
in order to perform, when Hesston approached him with interest 
in both his teaching and performance.

Purchase How Can I Keep From Singing and Each Other’s Light 
through the Hesston College Bookstore at

books.hesston.edu

That one-year deal has become 13-plus 
years as he continues to pursue all the 
things he loves. One of his passions is 
creating community with his students.

“Tony is such a personable instructor,” 
said Sierra Wyse ’14 (Mount Pleasant, 
Iowa). “He asks questions that are chal-
lenging and thought provoking. He is 
really inspirational.”

“Young people want to feel like they 
belong and be around people who will be 
real with them,” Brown said. “When they 
feel valued and cared for, it gives them a 
heightened sense of confidence. Hesston 
College allows and encourages that kind 
of relationship between instructor and 
student. It’s that value-added element that 
makes Hesston so special.” 

Hesston College sponsors Brown’s one-man show 
I Go On Singing: Paul Robeson’s Life in His 

Words and Songs, a historical biography, live 
concert tribute to the popular African-American 
performer and activist of the 1930s and 40s. His 
personal travels across the globe have helped make 
him a world-renowned baritone and allowed him to 
see music transform and heal. The Anthony Brown 
Baritone Comprehensive School in Pader, Uganda, 
which is run by the Ugandan organization Friends 
of Orphans and provides free education for formerly 
abducted child soldiers, orphans and other vulner-
able children in the war-torn country, is named in 
his honor.

“Faculty and staff impact 
students’ lives. We are expected 

to get to know our students 
and vice versa. I feel honored 

to be able to influence 
and impact students. It is 
affirming and life giving.”  

– Tony Brown ’69 –

MaKe tonY Brown 
part oF Your 

Music coLLection
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Choosing a college sight unseen is bold for anyone, 
but especially when you do it from halfway around 
the world. 

That’s exactly what Kelvin Ferbianto ’14 did when he 
left his home of Jakarta, Indonesia, for Hesston Col-
lege after plans to attend a university in Singapore fell 
through. He knew of Hesston through a cousin who 
had attended previously, but he wasn’t sure what to 
expect when he arrived.

He did not expect such a friendly campus, to connect 
with so many interesting people from different places 
or to be a resident assistant as a sophomore. Yet that is 
exactly what happened.

Relationships have become the cornerstone of 
Ferbianto’s Hesston Experience. One relationship 
in particular stands out among the many friends, 
classmates, faculty and staff who went out of their way 
to make sure he felt welcomed in his new community. 
Jason Oyer ’14 (Hubbard, Ore.), became more than a 
roommate Kelvin’s freshman year. Oyer proved to be a 
kindred spirit with whom Ferbianto formed a friendship 
based on shared interests, mutual learning and strikingly 
similar backgrounds.

“Jason helped me adapt to a new environment,” said 
Ferbianto. “He made an effort to connect with me and 
include me in things.”

Oyer says the learning from one another was mutual 
and balanced and has far more benefits than just 
homework help.

“One of the first things I noticed about Kelvin was 
how willing he was to help with anything,” said Oyer. 
“The more I got to know Kelvin, the more I realized we 
had similar childhoods. My parents always taught me 
to put others before myself. He was taught the same, 

encouraging a very unselfish lifestyle and a polite and 
willing man.”

That early encouragement and acceptance gave Ferbi-
anto the courage he needed to pursue other friendships.

“I just try to not be shy, start conversations and get 
involved in different things,” he said. “I was worried 
that there would be a language barrier, but people really 
don’t care about my limited English.”

Spending informal time with mod mates and 
working as tutor for several math and science courses 
helped Ferbianto connect with a wide variety of his 
fellow students and helped him improve his English 
skills.

“Kelvin genuinely loves people, and that is one of  
the things that draws others to him and that they 
respect him for,” said his former resident director,  
Mitch Stutzman ’09.

Student Life staff also noticed the ways Ferbianto 
connected with different types of people, and late in his 
freshman year he was hired as a resident assistant for mod 
1B1 in Kauffman Court for his sophomore year – a job 
that comes with its challenges, but even greater rewards 
as he continues to build relationships all across campus.

Although he doesn’t yet know what awaits him after 
leaving Hesston, Ferbianto knows that the friendships 
and confidence he has gained will go with him. 

More than  
acadeMics

Feature

“I just try to not be shy, start conversations 
and get involved in different things."

– Kelvin Ferbianto ’14 –

Kelvin (in maroon) and Jason (in red) work on homework together 
in the library (right) and take a study break for video games in the 
mod (above). Photos by Alex Leff ’15



hesston coLLege todaY  |  winter 2014  |  13

a hoMe awaY FroM hoMe
I really appreciate the people here. Living so far from home can be difficult 
sometimes, but there are so many people here that have been there for me 
like a parent. The staff and faculty care so much about each person, and that 
is something that you can’t find everywhere. It is such a unique experience 
to be able to open up to your instructors and peers like you can at Hesston. 

what her instructors saY
“Karli is good at a lot of things, her interests are diverse  
and she wants to learn as much as she can before she 
narrows her focus. She brings a special brand of 
wide-eyed curiosity, an open mind and enthusi-
asm to everything she does. She would succeed 
at about anything, but she’s actively invested 
in figuring out the absolute best fit, and that 
means giving every class her best.” – Kendra 
Burkey ’00, communication instructor

a good decision
I am glad I chose to start at Hesston because 
of the chance to sing with a talented group of 
singers, and because it has given me a chance to 
figure out who I am as a person and who  
I am in Christ. 

FoLLowing a caLL
In 2007 my wife, Lori (Birkey) ’97, and 
I felt God calling us to her hometown of 
Hopedale from Pennsylvania, where I had 
been teaching for about seven years and 
doing part-time administration at Hinkle-
town Mennonite School (Ephrata). Short-
ly after arriving in Hopedale, we heard 
rumblings of plans for an empty school 

building, as consolidation had happened 
in the local public schools. That fall, 
I went to a meeting of local people 
who were looking for someone with 
background in education who would 
have interest in leading the opening 
of a new school. I became part of 
starting Christian Life Academy, a 
pre-K through eighth grade school. 
We decided in late 2007 to start the 
school, formed a non-profit corpora-

tion in February 2008 and opened in 
August 2008 with 27 students and four 

staff members. Today we serve about 90 
students and have nine staff members.

prepared to start
I chose to start at Hesston 

because I knew it was small 
enough that I could 

choosing the right start
I visited Hesston during my junior year of 
high school. I really enjoyed my visit, but 
I was convinced it wasn’t the place for me. 
During my senior year I visited three other 
colleges but none of the visits compared to 
my Hesston visit. I just felt a sense of home 
here more than I did anywhere else, yet I 
decided to attend George Fox University 
(Newberg, Ore.). Later, Bradley Kauffman 
emailed me asking me to audition for Bel 
Canto Singers. One day my mom suggested 
that I audition just to see what would hap-
pen. I took her advice and auditioned over 
Skype. To my great surprise, I got in. After 
praying a lot about my decision, I woke up 
one morning and I knew Hesston was where 
I was supposed to be.

expLoration and change
I started here as a business major. I wasn’t 
completely sure what I wanted to do with 
it, but I know that business is in everything. 
Plus, I have a dream of opening a coffee 
shop someday and doing ministry through 
that. The first week of the spring semester, 
I realized business wasn’t really for me. I 
talked to my advisor, David LeVan, and we 
decided to do some exploring to figure out 
what I like. I decided to take the Writing for 
Media class, and I have really enjoyed it. I 
also enjoy Spanish classes.

student proFiLe

Karli Mast ’15
hubbard, ore.

Josh horning ’97

go eVerYwhere

aLuMniprofile
start here

studentprofile

hopedale, ill.

parents: Gerald ’81 and Sheryl 
(Roth) ’82 Mast
MaJor: Deciding

aLuMni proFiLe

MaJor: math education
career: principal and administrator 
at Christian Life Academy (Hopedale)

get involved with a lot of opportunities. 
I took my first education courses with 
Luke Hartman ’89. I was a member of 
the baseball team and had leadership 
opportunities as team captain my sopho-
more year. I was an RA, helped restart the 
Hesston College Horizon newspaper, wrote 
for the yearbook, worked as a math tutor 
and participated with a committee that 
helped plan a revival service. I like to start 
and try new things and that has followed 
me throughout my entire career and life. 
Hesston was one of the building blocks 
that gave me opportunities to be a leader, 
to learn what it means to work with other 
people and to step out in faith.

words to LiVe BY
I often reflect on Revelation 3:7-8 that 
talks about God opening and closing 
doors. What He wants open will be open 
and what He wants shut will be shut; we 
just have to follow in faith. A door was shut 
for education in Hopedale when the grade 
school was closed. We felt that when that 
door closed, it opened the door to God 
blessing the option for Christian education.

reFLections
Looking back, I know now that I wouldn’t 
have had the skills to do a lot of the things 
I have done had it not been for Hesston, 
but God directs our path and a lot of 
great things come out of following His 
lead for your life. Taking the step to go 
to Hesston although it was far away from 
home (Pennsylvania), broadened my view 
of the entire world, focused my life and 
got me to the place I am now. 

Josh and Lori have three children who all attend 
Christian Life Academy – Marissa (12), Landon 
(10) and Bryson (6). Courtesy photo.
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the (re)start that Fits

andrew sharp ’99

Feature

This was not the path Dustin King ’14 (Wichita, 
Kan.) envisioned following high school graduation. 
Having enrolled at a four-year Kansas private school, 
the ambitious right-handed pitcher envisioned immedi-
ate success as a student athlete.

In the spring of his freshman year, however, King 
was surprised and disappointed to learn that he would 
be redshirted. Having hoped to compete for immediate 
innings, he found himself lacking for motivation and 
second-guessing his decision. The significant financial 
cost of attendance weighed heavily, too.

At a crossroads, King contacted his former pitching 
mentor Brian Holman, a former major league pitcher, 
for advice.

“When Dustin called me during a disappointing 
freshman year, I thought Hesston College might be a 
good fit,” said Holman, who started working with King 
when he was 12.

That conversation helped set Dustin on a life-altering 
path that has allowed him to be an impact player on 
a competitive collegiate team while gaining leadership 
and academic opportunities that are allowing him to 
pursue his dream of becoming an optometrist.

Familiar with Holman and his shared interest in 
developing the whole person as a student athlete, 
Hesston College coach Rob Ramseyer was immediately 
interested in having King join his squad.

“When Brian told me about Dustin, I was confident 
we were talking about a quality person,” Ramseyer 
said. “When we recruit a pitcher, we look for guys who 
can command multiple pitches for strikes, are great 

competitors and are going to love and care about their 
teammates. Dustin has done all three.”

With Ramseyer in pursuit, King was initially leery of 
the cost to attend another private college. He says his 
campus visit shed light not only on a great opportunity 
to immediately compete for innings, but to do so 
affordably. Within weeks of the visit, he was in.

Since signing with the Larks, King has been 
challenged both on and off the mound. 

“The coaches have helped me become a better 
person,” King said. “As players, we’re pushed to do well 
in the classroom, and I’ve had opportunities to take on 
leadership roles within the team that have spilled over to 
the campus.”

A key part of last year’s pitching staff that led the 
Larks to a school record-tying 26 wins, King led the 
team in wins and innings pitched. With another big 
year, King may position himself at the top of several 
career pitching records at Hesston. 

King’s growth has not been limited to the baseball 
diamond. Late in his freshman year, he was selected as a 
resident assistant and student ambassador. A peek at his 
academic workload reveals a true student athlete. This 
year alone, his course load includes Microbiology,  
Religions of the World, Physics I and II, 
Macroeconomics and Organic Chemistry.

In his final semester, King is job shadowing at Mid 
Kansas Eyecare in Hesston to get a glimpse into his 
future career. 

“Dustin has certainly made the most of his 
opportunity at Hesston,” Holman said. “His hard work 
and good attitude are reflected in his accomplishments 
there. Despite some adversity and disappointment 
throughout his career, he refused to give up on himself 
or his dream.”

“Hesston College has changed my life dramatically 
for the better,” King said. “It’s been a great place to start  
my career.” 

“As players, we’re pushed to do well in the 
classroom, and I’ve had opportunities to 
take on leadership roles within the team 
that have spilled over to the campus.”

— Dustin King ’14 —
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preparing For eVerYwhere

preparing 
For eVerYwhere

Communications and graphic design majors at Hesston Col-
lege are getting an extra leg up on their peers. Whereas most 
students don’t start building their professional portfolios until 
their junior or senior years, seven Hesston students are digging in 
and building their portfolios as freshmen and sophomores. 

The students earned competitive internships working with the 
college’s Marketing and Communications team. The partnership 
between the Communications program and the Marketing and 
Communications office is the brainchild of communications 
faculty Kendra Burkey ’00 and director of Marketing and Com-
munications Marathana Prothro. The two have a shared vision 
for identifying students with particular talent in the field, provid-
ing them with a strong education and nurturing their skills and 
mentoring them as young professionals. 

The interns – Stephen Cabe ’14 (Niles, Mich.), JD Hershberg-
er ’14 (Hesston, Kan.), Marissa Hochstetler ’14 (Strang, Neb.), 
Carley Wyse ’14 (Archbold, Ohio), Quinn Kathrineberg ’15 (Sa-
lina, Kan.), Alex Leff ’15 (Andover, Kan.) and Laken Richer ’15 
(New Paris, Ind.) – are writers, photographers, graphic designers 
and digital media specialists putting their creativity and talent to 
work in tangible ways.

“This is a smart, responsible, hard-working and creative 
bunch,” Burkey said. “To see those qualities in full effect as these 
students collaborate with professionals is incredibly rewarding.”

The students meet weekly with the Marketing and 
Communication staff to plan various forms of communication 
for the college and then work separately or in groups to bring the 
visions to life. 

“I am incredibly impressed with these students’ innate com-
munications and marketing sense,” Prothro said. “It’s exciting to 
see them developing their skills and making our team stronger.”

Take Marissa Hochstetler, for example. She came to Hesston 
still deciding on a major and after exploring several options, 
chose graphic design late in her freshman year through inspira-
tion from Vickie Andres’ Desktop Publishing course, Deb Roth’s 
Career Development course and the encouragement of her 
parents.

Hochstetler's first assignment for her internship was to create 
shareable social media content that alumni and students would 
want to share in their newsfeeds. Her finished project – a come-
dic meme of Bible instructor Marion Bontrager ’57 – became 
social media gold for the college as its most shared post ever and 
was so popular the Bible and Ministry program had T-shirts of 

her project made.

“Through my first project’s success and the positive responses I 
have received about my other ideas, I have grown more confident 
in my creativity, skill and ability to work in the graphic design 
field,” Hochstetler said.

The interns are learning, through challenges and successes, 
that creating and writing for a public audience is very different 
than creating for academic or personal purposes. The early expe-
rience is paying off. 

“The internship has taught me a lot about the collaborative 
nature of journalism,” said Hershberger, who has aspirations of 
being a sports broadcaster or journalist. “The stories any news-
paper, website or college produce have to flow together. I can’t 
simply stick to sports and disregard the other work being done.”

“With the internship, I not only get to create something, I get 
professional input on how to make my work better and take it to a 
whole other level I couldn't have reached on my own,” Wyse said.

“I have grown more confident  
in my creativity, skill and ability 

to work in the graphic design field.”
— Marissa Hochstetler ’14 —
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Chemical engineering is not for the faint of heart. 
And if there’s any word to describe Sarah Hostetler’s ’15 
pursuit of her dream, it’s not “faint.”

She chose this plan of study fully aware she would 
face an intense course workload. She expected to 
encounter cold, unapproachable and dull instructors. 
Hostetler also knew that she was among a generation of 
young women finding their way into a profession domi-
nated by men. Yet she wasn’t deterred from pursuing a 
career in chemical engineering.

When the Milford, Neb., native discovered Hesston 
College and connected with faculty who were not only 
knowledgeable instructors but also warm and invested 
in her success, Hostetler knew she had found the perfect 
place to start her career.

“An important aspect that drew me to Hesston was 
the one-on-one attention that students receive,” said 
Hostetler. “I am in a tough field of study and was look-
ing for a college that has a good student-to-teacher ra-
tio. Classes here are fun because instructors are enthusi-
astic in the classroom and obviously love what they do.”

Although Hostetler came to Hesston well prepared 
and from a strong high school background where she 
excelled academically, college presented new challenges.

“The most challenging part of college work has been 
the increase of time I need to spend on each class and 
finding a balance for all my classes,” she said. “My time 
management skills have really been put to the test.”

Being a woman in a traditionally male-dominated 
field also brings stereotypes to overcome. The White 
House Office of Science and Technology Policy reports 
in a June 2013 Women and Girls in Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math (STEM) report that the 
percentage of scientists and engineers who are women 
was a mere 24 percent in 2009. 

Difficulties and adjustments have not slowed 
Hostetler down, though. Her first semester, she maneu-
vered classes like calculus and chemistry and earned a 
spot on the Dean’s List.

Feature

a start to a career

Her academic advisor, math instructor Jeff 
Baumgartner, says he routinely sees Hostetler go 
above and beyond what is required of her for class – 
exploring course content and researching alternative 
methods of operation – in order to ensure she fully 
comprehends the material. She is comfortable asking 
and answering questions in class and willing to help 
other students understand.

“Sarah is organized and goal oriented,” said Jeff. 
“She knows what she wants and takes responsibility to 
reach her goals.”

Hostetler also finds a way to balance her school work 
to have time for a campus job and to connect with 
friends and mod mates, something she says is a very 
important part of her Hesston Experience.

“My academic experiences here have made me more 
passionate about my major,” she said. “I have found a 
wonderful support system in friends and instructors, and 
have been pushed and encouraged to pursue my goals.” 

“An important aspect that drew me to 
Hesston was the one-on-one attention that 
students receive, I am in a tough field of 
study and was looking for a college that 

has a good student-to-teacher ratio.”
— Sarah Hostetler ’15 —
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whY we are 
hesston coLLege partners

Hesston College was a great place for us to start our education. Hesston shaped 
much of who we are today in career choices, educational choices and helped form our 
faith values. 

Karl was a business major with uncertainties as to what type of business career to 
pursue. It was at Hesston that a business instructor encouraged his accounting skills. 
Following that advice paved the way for Karl to work as an accountant upon graduat-
ing from Goshen (Ind.) College and eventually start Cender & Company, LLC, which 
provides financial consulting services to public sector entities.

Wilma graduated from Hesston with a business degree with an emphasis on medical 
secretarial sciences. After working for various medical entities, she became involved in 
administrative work with the Mennonite Medical Association as well as the Institute 
of Mennonite Studies, both housed at the Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary 
(AMBS). After a hiatus from employment to raise their two children, Emily and Eric, 
Wilma made her way back to AMBS to study Christian formation. Now a spiritual 
director, Wilma plans to graduate this year with a master's in Christian Formation.

The individual attentiveness of the professors at Hesston is what helped us begin and 
shape our career paths, but Hesston also gave us building blocks on which to develop 
our faith. Regular chapel services contributed to this as well as instructors who asked 
questions that helped us think about our faith and faith practices. It was being part of 
this faith-based learning community with students from various cultures and denomi-
nations that made Hesston a great place for us to start.

Now our son, Eric ’15, is experiencing Hesston College. Not only do we hope he has 
an equally enriching experience, but we have a desire for other students to also experi-
ence the community life, academically, spiritually and socially. Already Hesston has 
provided Eric with many great opportunities in each of these areas, including playing 
collegiate tennis and singing and traveling with the choir. 

For many years Hesston has maintained a high quality level of education interwoven 
with faith formation and a close-knit college community. It is for these reasons that we 
continue to give to Hesston College so that others may learn in this close community 
environment. Hesston College is a great place to start!  

partners ponder

Rachelle Adrian ’15 – Jonathan ’85 and Brenda 
Adrian, Mountain Lake, Minn.

Laura Baker ’14 – Kenyon ’80 and Julie (Lan-
dis) ’81 Baker, Protection, Kan.

Alyssa Becker ’14 – Sara (Nickel) ’85 and Bryan 
Becker, North Newton, Kan.

Tiffany Beisel ’14 – Timothy Beisel ’96, 
Wichita, Kan.

Brittany Beisel ’15 – Timothy Beisel ’96 and 
Valarie (Deyle) ’96 Guerrero, Goessel, Kan.

Dillon Bender ’15 – Ken ’82 and Brenda (Berg-
gren) ’82 Bender, Wellman, Iowa

Sarah Blosser ’14 – Vernon ’76 and Brenda 
Blosser, Hesston, Kan.

Angela Brunner ’15 – Cheryl (Schmidt) ’79 and 
Lester Brunner, Elbing, Kan.

Garrett Byler ’14 – Matt ’93 and Michelle 
(Moyer) ’93 Byler, Belleville, Pa.

Eric Cender ’15 – Karl ’80 and Wilma (Ressler) 
’81 Cender, Valparaiso, Ind.

Megan Cernek ’14 – John ’80 and Gloria 
Cernek, Elton, La.

Emma ’14 and Phoebe ’14 Cloud – Dorothy 
(Naffziger) ’76 and Don Cloud, Chandler, Ariz.

Aubrey Crouse ’14 – Dawn (Parkins) ’02 
Crouse, Canton, Kan.

Mischa De Jesus ’14 – John ’84 and Tess Roet-
lin, Kalona, Iowa

Mitchell ’14 and Oliver ’15 Denlinger – Michael 
’88 and Corinne Denlinger, Denver, Pa.

Dusti Diener ’15 – Myron ’78, staff and Donna, 
staff Deiner, Hesston, Kan.

Rebecca Eichelberger ’14 – Jenny (Saltzman) 
’88 and Scott Eichelberger, Geneva, Neb.

Hannah Fenton ’15 – Joe ’83 and Annette 
(Wyse) ’88 Fenton, Hesston, Kan.

Nate Gingerich ’15 – Marjorie (Springer) ’85 
and David Gingerich, Goshen, Ind.

Haley Goevert ’14 – Denise (Troyer) ’86 and 
Chris Goevert, Hesston, Kan.

Jessica Graybill ’14 – Donna (Denlinger) ’84 
and James Graybill, Gap, Pa.

Rachelle Haarer ’14 – Shari (Reber) ’81 and 
Philip Haarer, Goshen, Ind.

Kevin Hawkins ’15 – Cynthia (Bontrager) ’84 
and David Hawkins, Middlebury, Ind.

JD Hershberger ’14 – Michele (Schrock) ’81, 
faculty and Del Hershberger, Hesston, Kan.

Christina Hershey ’15 – Ron ’88 and Rhoda 
(Lehman) ’87 Hershey, Mechanicsburg, Pa.

Alex Hiebert ’15 – Lucinda (Sparrow) ’91 and 
Mike Hiebert, Goessel, Kan.

Matt Hiebert ’14 – Deb (Unruh) ’79, staff and 
Lon Hiebert, Peabody, Kan.

Abbi Hochstetler ’14 – Todd ’82 and Karissa 
(Strong) ’82 Hochstetler, Arthur, N.D. 

new schoLarships

by Karl ’80 and wilma (ressler) ’81 cender
Marissa Hochstetler ’14 – Tim ’81 and Becky 

(Steider) ’81, former staff Hochstetler, 
 Strang, Neb.
Drew Hostetler ’14 – Cynthia (Miller) ’77 and 
Don Hostetler, Goshen, Ind.

Rachel Jantzi ’15 – David ’82 and Lori (Miller) 
’82 Jantzi, Hendersonville, N.C.

Caroline Kauffman ’15 – Kenton ’81 and Susan 
(Martin) ’82 Kauffman, Sarasota, Fla.

Kayla Kauffman ’14 – Daniel ’83 and Michelle 
(Martin) ’82 Kauffman, Hutchinson, Kan.

Kaylah Kauffman ’15 – Sharon (Yutzy) ’87 and 
Ken Kauffman, Hutchinson, Kan.

Allison King ’15 – Kyle ’84 and Lynda King, 
Gordonville, Pa.

Brianna Lamb ’15 – Jaime ’11 and Shawn 
Lamb, Hesston, Kan.

Joshua Landis ’14 – Keith ’83 and Lois 
(Kaufman) ’83, ’88 Landis, Sterling, Ill.

Fritz Lehman ’14 – Ethan ’74 and Virginia 
(Brubaker) ’73 (deceased) Lehman, Dalton, Ohio

Crystal Leinbach ’14 – Terry ’84 and Mary Lou 
(Aguilar) ’90 Leinbach, Hesston, Kan.

Matthew Lind ’15 – Joyce (Peachey) ’83 and 
Myron Lind, Harrisonburg, Va.

Jay Marston ’15 – Jonathan ’84 and Janette 
Marston, Murphysboro, Ill.

Mitchell Martin ’14 – Troy ’88 and Paula Mar-
tin, Milford, Neb.

Trevon Mast ’14 – Delvin ’78, former staff and 
Anita (Nyce) ’80 Mast, Weatherford, Okla.

Karli Mast ’15 – Gerald ’81 and Sheryl (Roth) 
’82 Mast, Hubbard, Ore.

Spencer Miller ’15 – David ’07 and Tammy 
Miller, Milford, Neb.

Olivia Miller ’14 – Forrest ’85, staff and Nora, 
former staff Miller, Newton, Kan.

Levi Miller ’14 – Scott ’84, ’90 and Wanda 
Miller, Hesston, Kan. 

Robin Morris ’14 – Pamela (Meadows) ’80 and 
Loren, former staff Morris, Hutchinson, Kan.

Lincoln Moyo ’15 – Ron ’12 and Sukuluhle 
Moyo, North Newton, Kan.

Amy Nussbaum ’14 – Jonathan ’82 and Rebecca 
Nussbaum, Union, Mich.

Jason Oyer ’14 – Stanley ’78 and Vonita Oyer, 
Hubbard, Ore.

Emma Payne ’14 – Daniel ’82 and Crystal 
(Schweitzer) ’85 Payne, Pulaski, Iowa

Holly Peters ’15 – Gordon ’84 and Janice 
(Roth) ’84 Peters, Hesston, Kan.

Jodi Renollet ’14 – Marcel ’95 Renollet, New-
ton, Kan.

Nathanael Ressler ’14 – Jeffrey ’82 and Cynthia 
(Moody) ’81 Ressler, Mount Vernon, Ill.

Rebecca Rhodes ’14 – Glen ’88 and Rhonda 

(Yoder) ’88 Rhodes, Arthur, Ill.
Laken Richer ’15 – Scott ’89, former staff and 
Michelle Richer, New Paris, Ind.

Eyan Roth ’14 – Clark ’82, former staff and 
Deb (Swartzendruber) ’83, faculty Roth, 
Hesston, Kan.

Tyler Roth ’14 – Jerry ’90 and Wendy (Troyer) 
’90 Roth, Canby, Ore.

Sam Ruth ’13 – Kathleen (Weaver) ’65, ’67 and 
Tommy Ruth, Wichita, Kan.

Jason Schroeder ’15 – Kerry ’87 and Donica 
Schroeder, Anthony, Kan. 

Rachel Short-Miller ’15 – Eric ’85 and Melody 
(Short) ’85 Short-Miller, Bellingham, Wash.

Jeshurun Shuman ’15 – Kathleen (Hess) ’87 
and James Shuman, Middletown, Pa.

Becca Slabaugh ’14 – Sandra (Peachey) ’83 and 
Bruce Slabaugh, Goshen, Ind.

Bethany Snow ’15 – David ’83 (deceased) and 
Karen Snow, Park City, Kan.

Jessica Stallings ’14 – May (Tinsley) ’98 and 
Greg Stallings, McPherson, Kan.

Caron Stephen ’15 – Cheryl (Martin) ’88 and 
Hubert Stephen, Lititz, Pa.

Emily Taylor ’14 – Angela Taylor ’05, Buhler, Kan.
Jon Troyer ’15 – Dean Troyer ’84, Hesston, 
Kan., and Cathy (Carstensen) ’00 Baird, 
Newton, Kan.

Kristen Unzicker ’15 – Anthony Unzicker ’87 
and Carol (Snyder) ’87 Unzicker, Goshen, Ind.

Hannah Weaver ’14 – Ken ’82 and Linda 
(Troyer) ’84 Weaver, Inola, Okla.

Alicia Wenger ’14 – Brenda (Steckly) ’79, staff 
and Dwayne Wengerd, Hesston, Kan.

Courtney Wengerd ’15 – David ’81 and Sherry 
(Wells) ’80 Wenger, Goshen, Ind.

Pete Whitmer ’15 – Jerry ’82 and Beth (Epp) 
’82 Whitmer, London, Ohio

Garrett Woelk ’15 – Rick ’84 and Denise 
(Schroeder) ’83 Woelk, Goessel, Kan.

Carley Wyse ’14 – Michael ’83 and Julia Wyse, 
Archbold, Ohio

Jasmin Yoder ’14 – Dean ’83 and Lola Yoder, 
Sweet Home, Ore.

Nathan Yoder ’15 – Barbara (Oesch) ’84 and 
Scott Yoder, Stryker, Ohio

Noah Yoder ’15 – Maynard ’80 and Barb Yoder, 
Freeman, S.D.

Steven Yoder ’15 – Diane (Bratton) ’78 and Lyle 
Yoder, McVeytown, Pa.

Taylor Zehr ’15 – Michael ’78 and Rebecca 
Zehr, Key West, Fla.

continuing the LegacY
83 students FroM aLuMni LegacY FaMiLies Found their start at hesston coLLege in 2013-14

hesston college depends on alumni, 
friends and the church to support the 
costs of educating students. the hess-
ton college partner program is made 
up of individuals who make ongoing an-
nual contributions to the hesston col-
lege annual Fund to provide institution-
al scholarships and grants as financial aid 
for students.

about 880 individuals from 41 states 
and three countries are hesston col-
lege partners. on average, a student re-
ceives more than $10,000 in institution-
al aid each year, which includes money 
from the annual Fund. about 80 per-
cent of the total annual Fund amount 
comes from partner contributions.

partnership with hesston college can 
happen at different giving levels.

• Associate Partner – $42 to $83 per
 month ($500 to $999 annually)

• Founding Partner – $84 to $166 per     
 month ($1,000 to $1,999 annually)

• Sustaining Partner – $167 to $417    
 per month ($2,000 to $4,999 annually)

• Sponsoring Partner – $418 to $833  
 per month ($5,000 to $9,999 annually)

• President’s Partner – $834 and more 
 per month ($10,000 and more annually)

to find out more about the partner 
program, visit www.hesston.edu or call 
the development office toll free at 
866-437-7866.

Partner
Program

Eric, Emily, Wilma and Karl Cender (Valparaiso, Ind.)  |  courtesy photo
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Marion Bontrager ’57 explains a portion of the Heilsgeschicte 
timeline during the college's annual Anabaptist Vision and 
Discipleship Series conference Feb. 21 to 23 with the theme 
“Reading the Bible in an Instagram World.” Using a condensed 
version of the well-known Biblical Literature curriculum, the 
190 participants explored the Bible’s relevance in social media-
heavy contemporary life. Weekend presenters were Bible and 
ministry faculty members Bontrager and Michele (Schrock) 
’81 Hershberger. Music and worship was led by Jeremy 
Kempf ’00 (Glendale, Ariz.), and learning was enhanced by 
dramatic performances from Ted Swartz of Ted & Company 
TheatreWorks (Harrisonburg, Va.).  

International students provided a glimpse into their cultures 
during the annual Cultures Fair Feb. 20. Students prepared and 
served food and performed music from their countries while 
interacting and sharing about their cultures with their peers, 
faculty and staff. More than 60 international students are part 
of the Hesston College community during the 2013-14 year, 
making up 14 percent of the total enrollment, 19 percent of 
dorming students and helping to expand students’ world views 
through interaction. Pictured are Sho Ishihara ’15 (Gunma-
ken, Japan), Ayaka Senoo ’14 (Kanagawa-ken, Japan), Narumi 
Hayano ’14 (Kiyosu-shi, Japan), Danika Saucedo Salas ’14 
(Santa Cruz, Bolivia), Shikou Morishita ’15 (Tokyo, Japan), 
Misaki Hirayama ’15 (Chiba, Japan) and Kento Ueda ’15 
(Miyahi-ken, Japan).

A member of the Terrel Verner Trio (Wichita, Kan.) performs 
at a coffee house in the Larks Nest Jan. 24 in honor of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. The college observed the holiday with a 
week of events Jan. 20 to 24. The theme for the week was “A 
Voice of Conscience: Echoing the Words of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.,” and featured special chapel presentations with history 
instructor John Sharp ’74 and local college educators and 
community leaders Evies and Sharon, former faculty Cranford 
(Wichita). The coffee house also featured an open mic time for 
students to share music, readings and other art forms.

caMpus news BrieFs

conFerence eMpLoYs heiLsgeschicte

cuLtures Fair highLights MuLticuLtuaLisM

honoring dr. King

caMpus news BrieFs

Mitch Stutzman ’09 joined the Advancement team as a Development Officer for the 
eastern United States and parts of Kansas in January. He replaces Scott Sundberg, who 
served the territory for two years.

Mitch earned a B.A. in liberal arts with a special education licensure from Eastern Men-
nonite University (Harrisonburg, Va.). He served as a resident director at Hesston from 
July 2012 to December 2013 and accompanied Development Officers on donor visits. 

“Mitch’s ability to link Hesston College’s message and mission with alumni and  
friends will serve us and him well in his new role,” said Yvonne Sieber, vice president  
of Advancement. 

Hesston College was selected as a recipient of a $500,000 grant from the J.E. and 
L.E. Mabee Foundation in Tulsa, Okla., for the impending renovation of the north 
campus entrance and the Northlawn performing arts building. 

The total cost of the project is $3.8 million. Excel Industries, Inc. (Hesston) and Jayco, 
Inc. (Middlebury, Ind.) made lead gift commitments for the project. President Howard 
Keim and Vice President of Advancement Yvonne (Yoder) ’71 Sieber made the grant 
proposal on Nov. 5 along with Excel Industries Vice President Bob Mullet Ac63, ’65.

“Mabee received a large number of grant proposals this year and we are pleased that 
they chose Hesston College as one of the recipients,” said Keim.

Renovation work is slated to begin in December 2014 pending the completion of  
all fundraising, and to be finished in August 2015. 

COMING 
SOON

To contribute to this project, 
contact the Development Office at 

866-437-7866

caMpus entrY and 
northLawn renoVation

Photo by Alex Leff ’15

coLLege receiVes grant For renoVation proJect 

shiFting roLes

The Troyer Group (Mishawaka, Ind.)
Shelden Architecture (Wichita, Kan.)
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The men’s soccer program gained a new head coach following 
the 2013 season. Michael Armstrong ’05, a former Larks soccer 
player, succeeds Kurt Hostetler ’93, who led the team for seven 
years. Armstrong served as an assistant coach for the Larks during 
the 2013 season and as an admissions counselor for the college 
since July 2012. He will continue in his admissions role. Prior 
to working at Hesston, Armstrong was head boys’ soccer coach 
at Huntingdon (Pa.) Area High School where he had been an 
assistant for five years prior to taking the head coaching position. 
Michael and his wife Becky (Friesen) ’05 Armstrong have four 
children: Landen (7), Bailey (4), Allycia (2) and Jase (3 months).

The Larks men’s basketball team returned from winter break 
to a much brighter second half following a rough start to the 
season during the fall semester. The men quickly tripled their 
win record by winning four of the first six games of the semester, 
including a double overtime buzzer beater win over a tough Fort 
Scott (Kan.) CC team. They also recorded an impressive win 
against Region VI rival Brown Mackie College (Salina, Kan.). 
They ended the season with a 10-20 record overall and 5-5 in 
Region VI.

The women’s basketball team pulled together a balanced sea-
son with several players stepping up to lead the team from game 
to game. The women enjoyed second semester wins over NJCAA 
Region VI competitors Brown Mackie College (Salina, Kan.) 
and Fort Scott (Kan.) CC. They advanced to post-season play, 
defeating Brown Mackie by one in the first round and losing to 
Johnson County CC in the second round, ending the season 
with a 14-18 record.

athLetics news updates

athLetics news

aLuMnus naMed Men’s soccer coach

Men’s BasKetBaLL Finds rhYthM in second seMester woMen’s BasKetBaLL presents BaLanced attacK

Lincoln Moyo ’15,  
North Newton, Kan. 
Bible and Ministry

I am glad I started at Hesston because 
it has stretched my academic horizon to 
heights I didn’t know feasible.

Awah Hammad ’15,  
Khartoum, Sudan 
Engineering

I am glad I started at Hesston because 
of how everyone is so supportive. I also 
appreciate the diverse community.

Jake Rhine ’14,  
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Exercise Physiology

The professors really care about your 
success, and the people genuinely care 
about your academic and personal life.  

Misaki Hirayama ’15,  
Chiba, Japan 
General Studies

I enjoy the small town.  I like how the 
professors interact with students. I feel 
comfortable here.

Kento Ueda ’15,  
Sendai-shi, Japan 
General Studies

It’s easy to meet new people because of  
the mods.

Anni Tapkida ’15,  
Abuja, Nigeria 
Pre-med

The people make it a friendly 
environment. They’re easy to talk to.

Jordan Waidelich ’15, 
Stryker, Ohio 
Deciding

I love the small community aspect of 
Hesston and the one-on-one interaction 
with professors. Coming from a small 
high school, the idea of not just being 
another number appealed to me. 

Dennis Marcellino ’14,  
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Athletic Training

The community is amazing, everyone is 
like family.

Octavio Perez ’15,  
Bryan, Texas 
General Studies

I liked that Hesston’s aviation and  
air traffic control programs were  
FAA approved.

Maria Diener ’15, 
Meridian, Miss. 
Social Work

It’s a diverse, Christian-based community, 
but a small enough community where I 
can transition into a more independent 
lifestyle. One of the reasons I chose 
Hesston was because I was instantly 
accepted as a prospective student.

Heather Dussinger ’15,  
Lancaster, Pa. 
Athletic Training

I knew Hesston was the place for me as 
soon as I walked on campus because of the 
people and the Christian environment. 
It’s so community based.  There’s people 
here for you no matter what. I appreciate 
how much people care for me and the 
Christian values that we share.

students saY

whY did You choose to start at hesston?

whY are You gLad You to started at hesston?

compi led by 
Quinn Kather ineberg ’15
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news /  notes

do you know a high school student who 
should know more about the hesston 
experience? send us his or her name and 
contact information so we can be in touch 
soon!

send to admissions office
 hesston college
 Box 3000
 hesston, Ks 67062 
or email admissions@hesston.edu

reFer a student

name

address

city, state, Zip

phone

current year in school

1940-49
DEATHS

crystal (hough) ’43 rhodes, 
colorado springs, March 23, 
2013

royce Buckwalter ac47, ’49, 
wellman, iowa, nov. 17, 2013

Joseph Kirkpatrick, husband of 
Lulu (Fink) ac49 Kirkpatrick, 
Barbourville, Ky., May 29, 
2013

Leabell (troyer) ac49, ’51, 
former staff, Miller, wife of 
wayne Miller ’45, former staff, 
shipshewana, ind., Jan. 15, 
2014

1950-59
Boots (esch) ’51 and  
Merrill ’52 raber, newton, 
Kan., compiled and edited 
A 40-Year History of Kansas-
Paraguay Partners: Making a 
Difference Through Volunteerism 

1968-2008, which was pub-
lished in october 2013. the 
rabers became involved with 
the Kansas-paraguay partner-
ship in 1973 when Merrill did 
consulting in the mental health 
field in paraguay.

DEATHS

irene (hostetler) ac50 Koehn, 
hesston, Kan., nov. 15, 2013

carolyn Miller, wife of BJ 
Miller ac52, ’54, goshen, ind., 
oct. 15, 2013

John schantz, husband of 
Marjorie (wittrig) ’52 schantz, 
albany, ore., aug. 19, 2013

eldon andres ’54, peabody, 
Kan., oct. 29, 2013

1960-69
Jim Mininger ’61, former 
faculty, is teaching 
“globalization: politics, 
economics and civil 

society” for the osher 
Lifelong Learning institute, 
an enrichment program for 
people over 50 through 
the university of Kansas 
(Lawrence), during the  
spring 2014 semester.

Jim Yoder ’62, faculty, is 
teaching “stars in our eyes,” 
for the osher Lifelong Learn-
ing institute during the spring 
2014 semester.

carolyn (holderread) ’66 
heggen, corvallis, ore., 
helped design Mennonite 
church usa’s sister care 
program and manual as well as 
co-led workshops across the 
country and internationally. 

Larry Miller ’69, goshen, ind., 
will retire as president and 
ceo of everence Financial 
advisors in september 2014 
after more than 20 years with 
the organization (formerly 
Mennonite Mutual aid).

MARRIAGE

Belle (detweiler) ac 62, ’64 
duerksen and Lew naylor, 
goshen, ind., June 22, 2013

DEATHS

Melva (weaver) ’63 Martin, 
goshen, ind., aug. 5. 2013

dennis ulrich, husband of 
shirley (Lauber) ’66 ulrich, 
hesston, Kan., Jan. 27, 2014

alan Leinbach ’67, north 
webster, ind., July 21, 2013

glen greiser, husband of 
Karen (stucky) ’68 greiser, 
hamilton, ind., July 23, 2013

James Kulp, husband of 
Joan (oswald) ’68 Kulp, 
Middletown, Va., aug. 5, 2013

1970-79
John sharp ’73, faculty, 
hesston, Kan., is teaching 
“the story of the orphan 
trains and the Quest for new 
homes” and “Millenial Visions: 
a Little-known Mennonite 
Migration to central asia” 
courses through the osher 
Lifelong Learning institute, 
an enrichment program for 
people over 50 through 
the university of Kansas 
(Lawrence), during the  
spring 2014 semester. 

dan harrison ’79, faculty, 
wichita, Kan., is co-teaching 
“what do happy people 
Know?” for the osher Life-
long Learning institute during 
the spring 2014 semester.

aLuMni news

An unexpected family discovery led former Hesston College 
faculty members Sharon Cranford (Wichita, Kan.) and Dwight 
Roth (Hesston) to co-author a historical fiction book – Kinship 
Concealed: Amish Mennonite/African-American Family Connections 
(Legacy Book Publishing, 2013) – that documents the historical 
multi-racial lineage of 18th century Amish brothers John  
and Jacob Mast.

Cranford, an African-American Baptist, and Roth, a white 
Mennonite-Episcopalian, were both teaching in Hesston’s social 
science program in 2004 when they discovered a shared branch 
on their family trees. They realized their ancestors were brothers 

Kinship no Longer conceaLed
who immigrated from Switzerland to Pennsylvania in the 1750s. 
Roth’s ancestor, Jacob Mast, was the first Amish bishop ordained 
in the United States, and his brother, John, from whom Cranford 
descends, moved to the south where his family became slave 
owners in North Carolina and his grandson Reuben fathered a 
child with an enslaved girl.

Both Cranford and Roth say writing their ancestors’ stories 
was a personal experience full of growth and understanding.

Kinship Concealed can be purchased through the Hesston 
College Bookstore at books.hesston.edu. 
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travis ’99, ’00, faculty and 
christy (Berkey) ’03 pickerill, 
Moundridge, Kan.: adiel paula, 
Jan. 12, 2014

Matt ’99 and andrea 
(thieszen) ’99, staff unruh, 
hesston, Kan.: hannah Joy, 
Jan. 5, 2014

2000-09
orlan Koehn ’03, greeley, 
colo., began as interim pastor 
at Faith Mennonite church in 
south hutchinson, Kan., on 
nov. 1. he will serve with  
the congregation for up to 
one year.

Bryce dorsing ’05, othello, 
wash., serves on the board 
of directors for the family-
run dorsing Farms and 
royal ridge Fruits, one of 
the leading fruit processing 
facilities on the west coast.

Mark histand ’06, st. Louis, 
Mo., is in Malawi overseeing 
construction of a factory 
and office for project peanut 
Butter, which produces 
fortified peanut butter for 
malnourished children in 
africa. the factory will also 
boost the local economy by 
providing jobs for farmers and 
factory workers. completion 
is set for March 2014. Follow 
along on the project at 
markandalex.weebly.com.

Liz sowers ’06, Kansas city, 
Mo., played for the usa sev-
ens rugby team in a tourna-
ment in Fiji in november 2013 
where the team finished 5-1. 
Liz was selected to play with 
the team in dubai in late  
november and was listed as 
the starting center.

DEATHS

sheldon Martin, husband of 
Louisa Martin ’13, hutchinson, 
Kan., nov. 17, 2013

MARRIAGES 

Lisa Kauffman ’00 and 
Quenton Miller, parker, s.d., 
aug. 17, 2013

Laura hershberger ’04 and 
Jack Metier, denver, colo., 
aug. 10, 2013

Kayla Miller ’04 and Kenneth 
Baker, harrisonburg, Va.,  
nov. 2, 2013

Marissa King ’05, faculty and 
Matt alison ’06, newton, 
Kan., dec. 28, 2013

evie Yoder ’06 and glen 
wenger, Mount sidney, Va., 
oct. 12, 2013

Liz easter ’07 and Kenneth 
Burk, park city, Kan.,  
June 22, 2013

dan hall ’07 and hannah 
Miller, harrisonburg, Va.,  
nov. 24, 2013

Meredith Kliewer ’08 and 
caleb sarver, hays, Kan.,  
oct. 26, 2013

samantha schlabach ’08 and 
Kendall sommers, canton, 
ohio, May 25, 2013

Kory hiebert ’09 and John 
chai, Mcpherson, Kan.,  
oct. 20, 2013

Kenyon Lederman ’09 
and darcy Brenneman, 
Middlebury, ind.,  
dec. 21, 2013 

Lydia Litwiller ’09 and Ben 
hatfield, Lafayette, ind.,  
March 2, 2013

Marcus Maust ’09, staff and 
Lynae wright ’10, hesston, 
Kan., Jan. 4, 2014

abigail roth ’09 and Kevin 
Von seggern, grand island, 
neb., Jan. 4, 2014

BIRTHS

Joel ’00 and Leslie (giesen) ’06 
gerber, harper, Kan.: ruben 
Jack, dec. 14, 2013

Brad ’00 and Kristen hoffman, 
denver, colo.: charlotte 
rose, Jan. 24, 2013

Jeremy ’02 and andrea dayton, 
harrisonburg, Va.: Jackson 
parker, april 17, 2013

Jennifer (eberly) ’02 and 
timothy Freed, harrisonburg, 
Va.: elizabeth noelle, Jan. 3, 
2013

Luke ’02 and summer Leichty, 
wayland, iowa: haven eden, 
July 8, 2013

galen ’02 and erika nofziger, 
west unity, ohio: harley 
Michael,  July 9, 2013 

catie (Froese) ’02 and 
troy springer, elkhart, ind.: 
elizabeth “ellie” claire, aug. 
27, 2013

andrew ’02 and Mary 
gingerich, oregon city, ore.: 
eli gladwin, May 25, 2013

Katie (simmering) ’03 and phil 
walters, Mcpherson, Kan.: 
elise adele, May 31, 2013

denae (Kennel) ’03 and Ben 
weaver, green Lane, pa.: 
claire rachel, June 27, 2013

traci (Yoder) ’03 and Jared 
Yoder stoltzfus, phoenix, 
ariz.: dahlia ruth, sept. 26, 
2013

Kyle ’04 and erica 
(crossgrove) ’04 Kauffman, 
strasburg, pa.: Jordan tyler, 
June 10, 2013

Michael ’05, staff and Becky 
(Friesen) ’05, staff armstrong, 
hesston, Kan.: Jase allen, 
nov. 17, 2013

elisa (eberspacher) ’05 and 
patrick clark, colorado 
springs: dakota Marie,  
nov. 25, 2013

Brittany (Yutzy) ’05 and ross 
davison, wayland, iowa: 
daphne Faith, oct. 25, 2013

Jon ’05 and Katie (Martin) ’05 
Yoder, goshen, ind., Liza rae,  
dec. 31, 2013

deann (Friedli) ’06 and doug 
herr, Milford, neb.: chantz 
Lee, oct. 25, 2013

heidi (Baker) ’09 and scott 
charles, terre hill, pa.: dylan 
scott, nov. 24, 2013

2010-13
Julie (weaver) ’10 Landis, 
Bridgeville, del., received a 
master’s in social work from 
salisbury (Md.) university 
in May 2013. she works 
as an intensive outpatient 
therapist at aquila of delaware 
(georgetown) where she is a 
therapist for adolescents with 
substance abuse and mental 
health disorders.

Kenzie intemann ’13, sturgis, 
Mich., is the youth program 
director at amigo centre, a 
retreat and recreation center.

MARRIAGES

sam Kauffman ’10 and alyshia 
Zimmerman, harrisonburg, 
Va., dec. 1, 2013

John n. Murray ’10 and denay 
Fuglie, phoenix, ariz.,  
dec. 28, 2013

Faculty/staff
Kevin wilder, faculty, 
hesston, Kan., is co-teaching 
“what do happy people 
Know?” for the osher 
Lifelong Learning institute 
during the spring 2014 
semester.

news /  notes

DEATHS

clifford amstutz ’74, 
former faculty, husband of 
Lois amstutz, former staff, 
hesston, Kan., dec. 15, 2013 

glen King ’78, former faculty, 
dalton, ohio, Feb. 1, 2014

1980-89
Luanne (Yoder) ’81 southern, 
austin, texas, was awarded 
the 2013 stella Mullins 
champion for children’s 
Mental health award. she is 
the senior project director 
for the casey Family programs 
in austin and has worked on 
children’s mental health issues 
for 27 years.

Judy clemens ’89 smucker, 
ottawa, ohio, released her 
newest mystery novel Leave 
Tomorrow Behind (poisoned 
pen press) in december 2013. 
Judy is an anthony and agatha 
award finalist, and her newest 
release is part of her stella 
crown series.  

DEATHS

Jeffrey headings ’82, 
hutchinson, Kan., dec. 11, 
2013

carol (Kreider) ’83 Leigh, 
elizabethtown, pa., oct. 29, 
2013

1990-99
Kevin dorsing ’92, hesston 
college Board of directors 
and scott dorsing ’95, 
othello, wash., were 
featured in The Marketplace, 
the magazine of Mennonite 
economic development 
associates for their work as 
ceo of dorsing Farms (scott) 
and ceo of royal ridge 
Fruits (Kevin), family-operated 
orchard and fruit processing 
businesses. royal ridge Fruits 
is the largest producer of 
frozen Montmorency tart 
cherries and one of the leading 

processing facilities on the 
west coast. Kevin is married 
to wanda (Zimmerman) ’92 
dorsing and scott is married 
to Jacquie (Kallenberger) ’95 
dorsing. 

angela (wagler) ’96 stuckey, 
archbold, ohio, completed 
a master’s degree in nursing 
education from chamberlain 
college of nursing (columbus, 
ohio). she works as part-time 
nursing faculty member in the 
nursing skills lab at northwest 
state community college 
(archbold) as well as one day 
per week at Fulton county 
health center in the same day 
surgery department.

MARRIAGE

christopher Friesen ’99 and 
emily derstine, philadelphia, 
pa., June 15, 2013

BIRTHS

Kandace helmuth ’91 and 
Jerry Lehman, akron, pa.: Kaia 
willow, sept. 23, 2013

Merrill ’93 and Jennifer 
Friesen, hastings, neb.: Levi 
Joshua, oct. 17, 2013

tonya (wittrig) ’95 and paul 
copelin, Murfreesboro, tenn.: 
samuel eugene, oct. 26, 2012

traci (siebert) ’96 and Kevin 
chambers, newton, Kan.: 
chloe Joy, dec. 27, 2012

Jason ’96 and amber Martin, 
Mount Joy, pa.: cherise 
Lynette, Jan. 8, 2013

anthony ’98 and ivy 
(howland) ’98 thoman, 
west Liberty, ohio: hannah 
elizabeth, april 9, 2013

Lisa (Yoder) ’99 and Mark 
george, hesston, Kan.: taryn 
Jane, oct. 25, 2013

Brad Miller ’99 and Jessica 
Yoder, denver, colo.: cree 
caroline, March 22, 2013

Jana (swartzentruber) ’99 and 
robert Murphy, omaha, neb.: 
charlie david, april 4, 2013 

Go to hesston.edu/alumni-development
for more information and registration

SATURDAY APRIL 12, 2014
Raven Golf Club at Verrado, Buckeye, Arizona

FIFTH ANNUAL 

NATIONAL GOLF
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It’s sad but true – sometimes 
Hesston College alumni are like 
car keys, cell phones or the TV 
remote control. Due to moves or 
life transitions, they get lost, and 
no matter how hard we look, we 
just can’t find them.

When they finally resurface, 
they often have a great story to 
tell. Take Melissa (Worden) ’04 
Wood for example.

She came to Hesston Col-
lege as a local commuter student 
studying aviation. When she left 
two years later, she continued 
her education online for business 
management, eventually earning a 
master of business administration 
in global management. She got 
married, moved halfway across 
the country, had two daughters 
and is now working on a doctor 
of education degree in educa-
tional leadership with a specialization 
in curriculum development through the 
University of Phoenix.

Melissa’s life has been busy and suc-
cessful – and we here at Hesston College 
didn’t know about it! 

“As a non-traditional student, I didn’t 
have a strong connection with student 
life, administrators or the college as a 
whole like on-campus students do,” 
Melissa said. “As I have furthered my 
education and my career, I have come to 
realize and appreciate the impact Hess-

ton College had on me. Hesston 
helped me learn how to study and 
how to ask for help. It was the first 
time instructors took individual 
time with me. I was provided with 
mentors, financial support and 
time outside of the classroom to 
learn the core curriculum I need-
ed. That foundation allowed me to 
be very disciplined in my online 
classes and to figure out who I am 
and where my interests lie.”

Keep in touch
At Hesston College, we have a 

commitment to keep you in touch 
with classmates and friends as well 
as the college itself. It allows us to 
see how amazing and inspirational 
our alumni continue to be once 
they go everywhere, and it allows 
you to keep up with important 
college information such as the 
annual Homecoming Weekend 
and class reunions.

The 2013 Hesston College Alumni 
Directory is one example of our commit-
ment, and we look forward to providing 
an online alumni directory as well.

— Dallas Stutzman ’76, Alumni Director

to experience firsthand how a start at hesston college 
can help them go everywhere! plan your visit today. 
parents are always welcome to come, too! choose 
which visit fits your family best:

CaMpuS Open HOuSe
April 26, 2014

• Great for sophomores, juniors and seniors

• One-day visit (Saturday)

• Features: campus tour, brunch, student 
and faculty panels and information from 
admissions, Financial aid and student Life.

Visit options:Visit options:

ViSit weekend
• Great for juniors and seniors

• Students hosted in dorms by student ambassadors

• One-on-one meetings with faculty, coaches, Student 
Life, Financial aid and others.

• Features: auditions, tryouts, campus tour, weekend 
campus activities and sitting in on a class

• Opportunities to connect with future classmates

• Dates include:

     › March 21 to 22, 2014
     › april 25 to 26, 2014
     › or any date that works for you!

register onLine at hesston.edu/visit  
or eMaiL admissions@hesston.edu.

we want
Your student
we want
Your student

Lost aLuMni

March
- tony Brown’s I Go On Singing at the 

aurora (colo.) Fox arts center 
- spring play: Tartuffe
- tony Brown’s I Go On Singing at the 

aurora (colo.) Fox arts center
- spring break
- prospective student visit days with 

performing arts scholarship auditions
- aviation as Mission
- grandparent days
- hesston-Bethel performing arts: 

soweto gospel choir
- chorale spring tour to northeast 

Kansas
- campus entry/northlawn campaign 

event (Lancaster, pa.)

1

1 to 2
8 to 9

8 to 16
21 to 22

27 to 28
28

29 to 30

29

apriL

- Melva Kauffman Lecture series with 
dr. Kathy g. short

- national golf Benefit at raven at 
Verrado golf club (Buckeye, ariz.)

- campus entry/northlawn campaign 
event (glendale, ariz)

- on-campus entry/northlawn 
campaign event 

- prospective student visit days
- prospective student campus  

open house

2 to 4

12

13

25

25 to 26
26

MaY
- spring term ends
- theatre showcase
- commencement weekend
- international chorale concert 
- commencement
- international chorale tour to europe

8
9 to 10
9 to 11

10
11

13 to June 3

June
- summer prospective student visit day
- explore! Kansas trip for alumni and 
friends

5
14

caLendar
oF eVents

Lost and Found

we need Your heLp
You can help us find our lost alumni and hear all the inspiring stories we have 

been missing out on! Go to hesston.edu/alumni and check the list of alumni 
that we’ve lost touch with. Our hope is that some of them may be your friends 
or family and you will know how to help us get back in touch with them.

Use the Contact Information Update link to send us updated contact  
information so we can reconnect with our missing friends. You can also 
update your own information at the same link.

Melissa (Worden) '04 Wood's yearbook photo

We want to know what is happening in 
YOUR life and so do your classmates!

Send us your latest news items, 
marriages, births and deaths along with 

current photos to be included in our 
alumni news pages. 

Go to hesston.edu/alumni-development  
to submit your news online.
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Class of '89

TAKE A LOOK: IS IT YOUR REUNION YEAR? 
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address to hesston college today)

Box 3000
Hesston, KS 67062

each Other’s Light:  
a Multicultural Celebration

relive your hesston college start during 
a hesston college homecoming, sept. 
25 to 28, 2014 and help celebrate the rich 
multicultural history of hesston alumni 
from around the u.s. and the world. 
academy and college alumni with class 
years ending in 4 and 9 will be honored 
with class reunions. detailed reunion 
information will be sent in May.

events during the weekend include:

• Student Scholarship Golf Benefit spon-
sored by excel industries honoring dave 
and sena osborne and dave's work as 
director of international admissions

• Family festival with food and entertain-
ment celebrating our diverse cultures

• Larks soccer games and volleyball matches

• Multicultural theme for reunions, shows, 
storytelling, alumni banquet and worship 

• A special multicultural and international 
alumni gathering

come for this weekend of celebration 
and memories. Bring your high school-age 
children (and their friends!) for a special 
legacy student campus visit coordinated  
by admissions.

a schedule of events, registration and a 
list of multicultural alumni presenters will 
be included in the summer 2014 hesston 
college today magazine and will be 
posted online.

call the alumni office for more 
information at 866-437-7866.
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