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More than We Can 
asK or iMaGine

I understand this issue has 
a good deal of space devoted 
to the time I have served as 
president. There is much to 
celebrate and I am grateful 
for the good progress that 
has been made. Over the past 
several years, I have considered 
when would be a good time to 
conclude my tenure and allow 

the college to transition to a new president. Time will tell if we 
got this close to right, but I am optimistic about the future.

Several recent successes and new initiatives now in the works 
can build momentum even during a transition. Last fall, we 
dedicated the new entry and renovated Northlawn Center for 
Performing Arts Education, which has proven to be a wonderful 
transformation to campus and the performing arts area.  

We launched the Bachelor of Science in Nursing program 
in the fall of 2015 and will launch the RN to BSN program in 
January 2017. We are also increasing our number of athletic 
options by adding men’s golf and a limited track program, along 
with increasing roster sizes. Along with enhancing our regional 
presence, we are expanding our international options as well.  

Initiatives being developed include expansions in performing 
arts, aviation and the science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) areas. 

In the near future, we anticipate launching a capital campaign 
to address facility needs in nursing and athletics along with 
endowment funds for student scholarships.

Within, throughout and over all these initiatives is our 
continuing commitment to our mission to educate and nurture 
each student in Christ-centered community. We have included 
in this issue a brief document that outlines our Philosophy of 
Faith Formation that serves as an overarching approach. 

So I am optimistic about the future. The leadership we have in 
place, our dedicated Board of Directors, the fine faculty and staff 
and the “cloud of witnesses” of alumni, donors and supporters 
allow me to leave with a sense of fulfillment and joy.  

Thank you, faculty and staff, Board, pastors, alumni, financial 
supporters and all who hold this place in your thoughts and 
prayers. May God continue to do abundantly more than all we 
can ask or imagine. 

Dr. Howard Keim ’72, President
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Perhaps it was foreshadowing when sophomore 
Howard Keim was appointed Hesston College 
student body president for the 1971-72 year. 

Maybe, looking back, it was the start of preparations for 
another Hesston College presidential appointment more 
than 30 years later. 

The 20-year-old Keim thought his time as president 
ended with his graduation in 1972. Even as he advanced 
his career as a pastor and as a faculty member and 
administrator in higher education, college president was 
not part of his career plan.

“I enjoyed teaching and working with faculty, but I 
had trouble seeing myself as a college president,” said 
Keim. 

Then he was shoulder-tapped to consider becoming 
Hesston’s eighth president. He turned to mentors and 
colleagues to help process the possibility, and it was 
through those conversations and words of encourage-
ment that he recognized the call to be president of not 
just any college, but Hesston College. 

And Keim has not been a run-of-the-mill president 
who sits in his office making decisions and shaking 
hands. He’s been in the cafeteria eating lunch with stu-
dents, sharing about Hesston with prospective students 
and their families, on the road meeting with alumni and 
donors, in the pulpit at churches across the country, in 
meetings with faculty and staff to determine how best to 
improve academics and the overall student experience. 
He even took opportunities with his love for theatre, 
performing monologues at campus events and appear-
ing in the narrator role of Stage Manager in the fall 
2014 production of Thornton Wilder’s Our Town.

“Whenever I see Howard walking on campus, he 
always takes the time to say hello,” said Zac Headings 

’16 (Hutchinson, Kan.). “Whether it be a quick greet-
ing in passing or a longer conversation about events on 
campus, he’s always friendly and shows he cares.” 

Always, Keim has made the work of the college about 
the people of the college and its stakeholders, fulfilling 
the commission set forth by John Paul Lederach ’75 at 
his October 2005 inauguration to “Be vulnerable, be 
love and be humble.”

As the first president to be both a Hesston graduate 
and former faculty member (Keim was director of the 
Pastoral Ministries program from 1987-96), it may be 
that he understands in a unique way the importance of 
relationships and collaboration within the college com-
munity. 

“Hesston students do really good work and I am 
most proud of them,” said Keim. “They are campus 
leaders. They are strong performers. They support one 
another. And it’s all a product of our faculty and staff 
who encourage and nurture their gifts and abilities. 
Anything I can do to support them – make decisions 
and raise funds – is valuable to me.”  

“I have always viewed myself as a steward, not an 
owner of the office of president, and it has been my goal 
to ensure students are well-served and the mission of the 
college was advanced and strengthened for the future,” 
Keim said following the announcement of his transition 

“Hesston students do really good work and I 
am most proud of them.”  

– President Howard Keim –

MoRE THAN APP residentRESIdENT



plans in October 2015. 

When evaluating the college’s progress 
under his leadership, it is clear that desire 
has been well-fulfilled through teamwork. 
Over the last 11 years, thanks to the hard 
work of dedicated faculty and staff and 
the encouragement and trust of the ad-
ministration, Hesston has made strides in 
many areas that affect the student experi-
ence. 

In the academic realm, important 
changes were made to the general educa-
tion curriculum and course transferability, 
as well as adding high-demand programs 
of study and extracurricular activities 
to meet student needs and workforce 
demands.

regained financial stability and increased 
the endowment. According to Board of 
Directors Chair Kelvin Friesen ’73, under 
Keim’s leadership, Hesston has always 
been in the upper zone on the Financial 
Responsibility Index as evaluated by the 
Federal Department of Education – a dif-
ficult task for a small college.

There has also been an increase in 
student diversity emphasized by a formal 
Inclusion and Diversity Council charged 
with evaluating the college’s inclusion-
ary practices for students from all back-
grounds. Physical changes to campus 
include the addition of one new building 
and a new campus entry, as well as renova-
tions to four others to increase efficiency 

Likewise, the college began measur-
ing, evaluating and improving course 
standards, academic challenge and faculty 
instruction as seen in Hesston’s outstand-
ing results from the Community College 
Survey of Student Engagement (CCSSE) 
and Individual Development and Educa-
tion Assessment (IDEA) survey. In 2010, 
Hesston College was ranked the number 
2 two-year college in the country by 
Washington Monthly magazine based on 
2009 CCSSE data and showed markedly 
improved scores on the survey in 2012. 
Student satisfaction rates continue to 
climb as faculty respond to feedback in 
student learning.

On the business end, the college 
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and better meet student needs.

It is evident that for Keim, the defini-
tion of president expanded to include 
encourager, supporter, fundraiser, brain-
stormer, listener, planner, teammate and 
friend.

“This has been the most intense work 
I’ve ever done, but it’s also been the most 
fulfilling,” said Keim. “Hesston College is 
a worthy place to invest oneself.”  
Editor’s note: President Keim continues to finalize 
his future plans. He will serve as a part-time senior 
lecturer in business at Bluffton (Ohio) University 
for the 2016-17 year, teaching leadership-related 
courses in the MBA and Business Degree Comple-
tion programs. He also plans to continue working 
toward certification as a coach through the Kansas 
Leadership Center (Wichita).

Center: Howard could often be found eating lunch 
with students in the cafeteria. Here he talks with 
Calvin Plank (Marion, Kan.), Jeremy Delly (Port-
au-Prince, Haiti) and Brandon Yutzy (Hutchinson, 
Kan.).

Top right: President Keim with his administra-
tive council, Vice President of Advancement Tonya 
(Hunsberger) ’94 Detweiler; Vice President of 
Student Development Rob Ramseyer; Keim; Vice 
President of Academics Brent Yoder ’98; Vice 
President of Admissions and Financial Aid Rachel 
Swartzendruber ’00 Miller; and Vice President of 
Finance and Auxiliary Services Mark Landes.

Bottom left: Keim takes in the awards ceremony 
for the final Howard Hustle Two-Mile Run/Walk 
at Thanksgiving 2015, an annual Thanksgiving 
Weekend tradition.

Page 4: President Howard and Tami (Birky) ’72 
Keim in the newly renovated Northlawn Center 
for Performing Arts Education. Howard notes that 
much of Tami’s work as president’s wife was behind 
the scenes—hosting guests in their home, attending 
events, occasionally traveling with Howard and 
always being his biggest supporter. Tami has been 
director of Hesston’s Early Childhood Education 
program since 1987, and will continue in that role.

Top left: Howard speaks during Homecoming 2015.

Bottom left: Howard's passion for theatre dates back 
to his own years as a Hesston College student and 
beyond. He returned to the stage in Fall 2014 in the 
narrator role of Stage Manager in the production of 
Thornton Wilder’s Our Town.

  



For many students, the Hesston College commu-
nity is one that extends beyond campus borders. That 
is the case for seven students who work as volun-
teers with the City of Hesston Fire Department and 
Emergency Services. Despite unpredictable schedules, 
with calls coming in at all hours of the day and night, 
when each student made the decision to join they 
knew it would be valuable experience for their future 
careers. They had no idea their service would have 
such a profound effect on the community. 

Then came the unthinkable events of February 25. 

That afternoon, about 5 p.m., an employee at 
nearby Excel Industries, went on a shooting rampage. 
Suddenly, the quiet community of Hesston became 
another number in a list of tragic mass shootings with 
four dead and 14 wounded.  

First responders from Hesston and surrounding 
communities, including several of the student volun-
teers, were quickly at the scene.

But why do students choose to volunteer with Fire 
and EMS Services when, with already busy academic 
and extracurricular schedules, there are less time-con-
suming options? The reasons are plentiful.

Some students volunteer because it corresponds 
with their major. 

“I wanted to take the EMS class to get a head 
start for the nursing program,” said Beth Schurz ’17 
(Phillipsburg, Kan.), a junior in the four-year BSN 
program. “But I also love to help people and the 
medical field.”

Zach Stauffer ’17 (Belleville, Pa.), on the other 
hand, likes the high-intensity situation. 

“I wanted to become a firefighter because of the 
adrenaline rush it gives me and the feeling of satisfac-
tion when a fire is out or a patient is being transport-
ed to a hospital quickly and efficiently,” Stauffer said.

The work of a first responder is not for the faint of 
heart, as the students are reminded with each call that 
comes in. 

At the Excel scene, after law enforcement declared 
it safe, first responders quickly got to work tending to 
the victims. 

Feature

ansWerinG the CoMMunitY’s Call

“As soon as I got out of the ambulance bystanders 
were telling me of multiple people who were shot and 
needing assistance”, said Schurz. “There were people 
everywhere.”

News reports stated an estimated 200 to 300 
people at Excel at the time of the shooting.

For Stauffer, the scene was outside the scope of his 
fire training, but it didn’t deter him from doing his 
part. 

“I thought, ‘What do I do? I don’t have any train-
ing for this,’” said Stauffer. “I was instructed to follow 
someone around with the trauma kit. It was a lot of 
mass chaos with people running and helping wherever 
they could.”

The event left the community, county and even 
state understandably shaken. The student first re-
sponders didn’t anticipate the magnitude of that 
specific call in quiet Hesston. Yet their training and 
a commitment to serve helped each one do what was 
needed.

In the wake of the shooting, many in the commu-
nity are reminded of the sacrifice and dedication of 
first responders.

“The most rewarding aspect of this service is the 
satisfaction of knowing someone’s life could be saved, 
even if it means going into a potentially dangerous 
situation,” said Stauffer.  “It’s a risk and reward job.” 

Students who serve with Hesston Fire and EMS are Beth Schurz 
’17 (Phillipsburg, Kan.), Clay Axness ’17 (Glendale, Ariz.), Jared 
Wedel ’16 (Peabody, Kan.), Lane Schrock ’16 (Parnell, Iowa), Isaiah 
Crosby ’16 (Ponca City, Okla.), Jonathan Gonzalez ’16 (Goshen, 
Ind.) and Zach Stauffer ’17 (Belleville, Pa.).  

aBBY Musser ’16

“The most rewarding aspect 
of this service is the satisfaction 

of knowing someone’s life could be saved.”
– Zach Stauffer ’17 –
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“Oh, wow, you play football?” the young woman 
asked Katie Sowers ’06, who was waiting to have her 
photo taken for this story in the locker room also be-
ing used by the girl’s high school basketball team that 
was warming up for upcoming tipoff. “I would love to 
play football!”

“You can!” Sowers encouraged. “How old are you?”

“15.” 

“Three more years,” was Sowers’ reply. “Come try 
out for the Titans in three years. Maybe I’ll be throw-
ing passes to you!”

More often than not, Sowers said, people look at 
her skeptically when she tells them she plays profes-
sional football. A lot of the time they think she means 
football as most of the world knows it – soccer – but 
she does, in fact, mean American tackle football – full 
pads, helmet, the whole nine yards – or ten, rather.

Sowers is the quarterback for the Kansas City 
Titans, one of 45 teams in the Women’s Football Al-
liance (WFA). In 2013 she played defensive back for 
the United States IFAF Women’s World Champion-
ship (WWC) team that brought home gold from Fin-

For the loVe 
oF the GaMe

Feature



land. She was also selected for the WWC 
all-tournament team and was named 
MVP in the semifinal win over Germany 
after snagging five interceptions and 
returning three for touchdowns.

When she’s not suited up, Sowers 
spends time on the sideline as a coach, 
including positions with Kansas City-ar-
ea junior high and youth teams, as offen-

sive coordinator and general manager for 
her own Titans team and, most recently, 
as a member of Charlie Weis’ coaching 
staff at the East-West Shrine Game, the 
nation’s top college senior bowl for NFL 
hopefuls.

One demographic that doesn’t bat an 
eye when they find out what she does, 
however, is young girls. Many of them 
get excited that they, like Sowers, could 
help break down gender stereotypes sur-
rounding the sport and be involved with 
football someday, too.

Her dedication and commitment to 
the sport isn’t to prove a point though; 
it’s just because she loves football.

“Football has been my favorite sport 
since I was a kid,” Sowers said. “After 
Grandma’s Sunday dinner, my sister and 
I would call all the boys we knew to 
come play football with us.” 

Growing up in Hesston, however, she 

and her twin sister Liz Sowers ’06, like 
most girls, thought football was a boys’ 
sport so they stuck to playing basketball 
in high school and at Hesston College. A 
gifted natural athlete, Sowers continued 
playing basketball at Goshen (Ind.) Col-
lege, as well as participating in track for 
two years and soccer for one. During the 
last couple of years of college, the sisters 
discovered professional women’s football 
and began playing for the West Michi-
gan Mayhem in Kalamazoo – Liz as wide 
receiver to Katie’s quarterback, a pairing 
they continue for the Titans. 

For now, all of her football commit-
ments are held in balance to her job 
as athletic director for the Kansas City 
Missouri Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. WFA players are volunteers, so 
most of them also work other jobs.

Sowers notes that too many injuries 
are taking their toll, so her playing career 
likely won’t last long enough to throw 

“Hesston College is one place 
where you encounter smiles 
and friendliness everywhere. 
The college’s kind, supportive 

atmosphere has really stuck with 
me, and it’s something I can bring 

to wherever I am.”
– Katie Sowers ’06 –



hesston ColleGe todaY  |  sprinG 2016  |  13

passes to the young lady she met in the 
locker room. So begins an ascent in the 
coaching world. 

Her East Team coaching appointment 
in St. Petersburg, Fla., in January came 
about through a connection with Scott 
Pioli, former general manager for the 
Kansas City Chiefs and current assistant 
general manager for the Atlanta Falcons. 
The two became acquainted when Sow-
ers coached Pioli’s daughter’s fifth-grade 
basketball team. Pioli is on the Bill Walsh 
NFL Minority Coaching Fellowship 
Advisory Council, which gives talented 
minority coaches opportunities to gain ex-
perience and, ultimately, a full-time NFL 
coaching position.

“Scott asked Charlie Weis if he would 
be open to having a female assistant coach 
for the East-West game and he [Weis] was 
very receptive to it,” said Sowers. “Coach-
ing with so many seasoned coaches and 
former players was great. I gained valuable 

insight from my colleagues, and I hope 
the players and coaches learned something 
from me, too. I think they did.”

Games like the East-West Shrine 
Game often foster a negative atmosphere, 
Sowers noted. Players with professional 
aspirations compete against one another 
to stand out for NFL scouts, making ten-
sions run high. Sowers was not interested 
in the negativity.

“While I was down there, I was on the 
phone with my mom and I told her I was 
going to give these people the Hesston 
College Experience!” said Sowers with 
a laugh. “Hesston College is one place 
where you encounter smiles and friend-
liness everywhere. The college’s kind, 
supportive atmosphere has really stuck 
with me, and it’s something I can bring to 
wherever I am.”

One unexpected and affirming moment 
came during the game, too. The young 

Shriner’s Hospital patient who performed 
the national anthem was asked if she 
would like to meet any of the coaches or 
players. She only wanted Sowers’ auto-
graph.

Sowers considers it an honor and great 
responsibility to be that kind of role 
model for girls, but she hopes women in 
professional football also stop becoming 
newsworthy.

“I hope that someday when a woman 
is hired to a professional football role that 
it’s not a headline,” said Sowers. “I want 
to be a full-time coach or executive in the 
game, but I want it to be because of my 
knowledge and qualifications.” 

Above photo: Katie Sowers (third from left) with 
the rest of the coaching staff at the East-West Shrine 
game in January. Sowers coached with high-profile 
football coaches and former players including Char-
lie Weis, Bill Muir and Brady Quinn. 

Feature



one oF the First
I was part of the first class to graduate 

from Hesston College’s Disaster Manage-
ment Program (DMP), and I was the first 
woman to graduate from the program. 
Before choosing Hesston, I didn’t know 
what I wanted to do after high school. I 
weighed the idea of taking a year off to do 
service, but I knew that I wanted to get a 
college degree at some point. DMP rolls a 
little bit of both things into one—you are 
taking classes but you are also spending 
time doing service. That was a huge relief 
for me and my decision-making. So there 
I was at Hesston taking classes on con-
struction and hurricanes and mitigation. 
I’m not sure how all of that happened, but 
I know God was involved, and I’m thank-
ful it did happen because it’s shaped who 

and where I am. 

After graduating from Hesston, 
I went to Eastern Mennonite Uni-
versity (Harrisonburg, Va.) for two 

years to complete a bachelor’s degree 
in social work. After that, I worked for 
three years at Everence Financial as a 
teller in the credit union and also as a 
financial advisor. During that time, I 
was asked to be on the Board of Del-
egates for Mennonite Disaster Service 
(MDS), which reconnected me with 
the agency. In March 2014, I started 
working at MDS as the volunteer 
placement coordinator. I work with 
people who are going out on job 

aluMna proFile

Go eVerYWhere

aluMnaprofile

MaJor: Disaster Management
Career: Volunteer placement coordinator  
for Mennonite Disaster Service

sites and getting their hands dirty doing 
the actual work of helping people after ev-
erything has been taken away from them.

Be Greater throuGh eMpathY
Most of the jobs I have worked in the 

past several years have been very people-
focused and through that, I am constantly 
learning more about what makes people 
tick. The more we hear one another’s 
stories, the more we can relate to and un-
derstand each other. I hope the more I can 
put context to people’s words and actions, 
the more empathetic and sympathetic I 
can be in relating to others.

From an MDS side of things, weather 
patterns and how we respond to disasters 
in the U.S. and Canada are constantly 
changing. MDS has responded to many 
more disasters in recent years, which 
means that we are always looking for 
people who can help lead the volunteers 
who come to work on the projects. DMP 
gives students an incredible background 
in responding to so many types of natural 
disasters and they also spend several weeks 
working on MDS projects, which sets 
them up to be amazing leaders at these 
projects! We need young adults to bring 
new energy and new ideas to our projects 
and Hesston DMP students are a great 
source for that. 

alicia (hertzler) ’07 hurst
lancaster, pa.
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It has opened me up to perspectives of peace, community and love. I have never been 
in a culture or community that lives out that peace and love like the community of 
Hesston does. Before, yeah, I was passionate about love and community, but experienc-
ing it here has changed me because it’s different when you see people who are willing to 
live it out completely.

For example, when I came back from first 
responding to the Excel shooting, my friends 
Micah and Hayden were waiting at my door 
ready to give me a hug. Kyndell sat up all night 
long with me to talk about it and Jonathan took 
me out to Wal-Mart to clear my mind. Why? 
Because they cared. They saw that I had just 
experienced something life changing and they 
wanted me to know that they were there for me. 
Coming to Hesston has connected me with those 
kinds of friends, the type of people who embody 
what a true friend can be, that’s what has stuck 
with me. The people here show true love.

serious aBout loVe
I wish people understood how 

serious I am about the depth of love 
and authenticity. They are prin-
ciples that I try to share and show. 
The world that we live in has the 
definition of love so backwards 
that we can’t even begin to 
process something as complex 
as authenticity. You first have to 
know God and know His love 
in order to even have something 
be authentic about. Love is a 
powerful thing, and it’s more 
than what social media depicts. 
Love is patient, love is dedica-
tion, it’s kindness and the sac-
rifice to obey God even when 
we don’t feel like it. 

isaiah’s storY
I was raised mainly by my mom and 

grandmother. At a very early age I began 
to feel a call on my life to do something 
meaningful, something that could help 
people and possibly change the world. 
However, I wasn’t quite sure what that 
meant or even how I could do it because 
I had quite a few things that I needed to 
overcome first. From overcoming severe 
anxiety issues, financial struggles at home, 
family issues and even physical abuse, 
there have been a lot of spiritual obstacles 
set in my way, but through the strength of 
God I have always been able to endure.

equips the Called
God has shown me His power through 

giving me a passion to preach. I first be-
gan talking to my pastor about how I felt 
God calling me to the Gospel ministry. 
We continued to discuss it and from then 
on I studied with him and went to normal 
Bible studies that he led. Then came a 
point when we both still felt confident in 
the call so I pronounced it to the con-
gregation one Sunday and they approved 
it, so I began to preach and received my 
license after my first sermon.

people Who Care
Hesston College has blessed my life in 

many ways. It has provided me with the 
chance to experience all sorts of different 
opportunities, people, ideals and cultures. 

student proFile

parent:  Jean Matts 
MaJor: Bible and Ministry
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isaiah Crosby ’16
ponca City, oklahoma



an open letter to the ChurCh
FroM the presidents 
oF Mennonite ChurCh usa ColleGes,  uniVersities and seMinaries

Dear friends and brothers and sisters in Christ,

As presidents of the schools to whom many of you have en-
trusted the formation of future leaders for our church’s witness in 
the world we want to say with full hearts, that we hear you:

• We hear your longing for our schools to keep faith with the 
deepest wisdom of our Scriptural and Anabaptist heritage. 

• We hear your heartfelt desire that everything we do and teach 
be rooted deeply in faith and spring out of love for God and 
neighbor. 

• We hear your urgent calls, amid the escalating anguish, polar-

ization, bigotry, violence, and fear mongering of our current 
world, for us to form leaders with the professional competence 
and spiritual maturity needed to be courageous, shining am-
bassadors of the good news of Jesus Christ for all nations.

We speak from the heart to declare as a group and with no 
hesitation that our loyalty to the global Christian Anabaptist wit-
ness in the world runs deep and true. The disagreement stirred 
up recently by the actions of several of our schools does not 
diminish what has been and continues to be our preeminent call-
ing: To form graduates who are rooted and grounded in the love 
of God, truly Christ-like in character, and with the power of the 
Holy Spirit, expansively global in their outlook. 
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We readily paraphrase the words of the Apostle John to his 
spiritual children: “We have no greater joy than this, to hear that 
my children [the children you have entrusted to us] are walking 
in the truth” (3 John 1:4).

Any one of us will gladly show you the overwhelmingly per-
suasive data that details the transformative work our graduates 
have done and are doing on behalf of the world-wide church and 
global Anabaptist witness. Over and over again, church and com-
munities around the world have been renewed by the leadership 
of idealistic, compassionate, visionary, service-oriented, justice 
seeking, Jesus-loving young adults who were formed in one of 
our schools. 

Each of us, along with many of you, was cheered by the global 
assembly of some 8,000 Anabaptists at the Mennonite World 
Conference this summer in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. That 
assembly inspired in us an extraordinary hope for the church. 
Many of those in leadership of the assembly, by the way, were 
graduates of one or more of our Mennonite Anabaptist colleges, 
universities or seminaries. We came away from that gathering 
of Anabaptists grateful for the eloquent, straightforward list of 
seven Shared Convictions of Global Anabaptists. Those shared 
convictions simply, yet profoundly affirm what unifies us in the 
midst of our vast cultural, linguistic, ethnic, theological and de-
nominational diversity. The generous spirit of worship and unity 
we experienced there was a foretaste of an even greater unity in 
the Spirit that Christ himself longed for in his final prayers.

It is in that generous spirit of worship and unity around 
shared convictions that we, as a group of presidents, reaffirm our 
shared resolve to do all within our power to align our schools 
with these shared convictions—in unity with the global Anabap-
tist community.

By the grace of God, we seek to live and proclaim the good 
news of reconciliation in Jesus Christ. As part of the one body of 
Christ at all times and places, we hold the following to be central 
to our belief and practice:

1. God is known to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Creator 
who seeks to restore fallen humanity by calling a people to be 
faithful in fellowship, worship, service and witness.

2. Jesus is the Son of God. Through his life and teachings, his cross 
and resurrection, he showed us how to be faithful disciples, re-
deemed the world, and offers eternal life.

3. As a church, we are a community of those whom God's Spirit 
calls to turn from sin, acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord, receive 
baptism upon confession of faith and follow Christ in life.

4. As a faith community, we accept the Bible as our authority for 
faith and life, interpreting it together under Holy Spirit guidance, 
in the light of Jesus Christ to discern God’s will for our obedience.

5. The Spirit of Jesus empowers us to trust God in all areas of life so 
we become peacemakers who renounce violence, love our enemies, 
seek justice and share our possessions with those in need.

6. We gather regularly to worship, to celebrate the Lord's Supper and 
to hear the Word of God in a spirit of mutual accountability.

7. As a world-wide community of faith and life we transcend 
boundaries of nationality, race, class, gender and language. We 
seek to live in the world without conforming to the powers of evil, 
witnessing to God's grace by serving others, caring for creation 
and inviting all people to know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

In these convictions we draw inspiration from Anabaptist 
forebears of the 16th century, who modeled radical discipleship 
to Jesus Christ. We seek to walk in his name by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, as we confidently await Christ’s return and the final 
fulfillment of God’s kingdom.

As presidents, we humbly confess our imperfections, both per-
sonal and institutional. In a world desperate for the good news of 
Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, we recommit to doing what we can 
to form communities of learning that will be in the vanguard of 
a spiritual awakening for Mennonite Church USA and beyond. 

 

James E. Brenneman, Goshen College President
James M. Harder, Bluffton University President
Howard Keim, Hesston College President
Sara Wenger Shenk, Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary  
   President
Loren Swartzendruber, Eastern Mennonite University President
Perry D. White, Bethel College President

an open letter to the ChurCh



stereotYpes
In my time at Hesston College, I have realized that I am greater 
than a stereotype. Baseball players are often perceived nega-
tively. I have strived to be greater than that view, but also not 
live with a chip on my shoulder. Being a Lark has taught me to 
find ways to show every side of myself and to grow as a person. 

Bryce elder ’16 (ottawa, Kan.)

What are You 
Greater than? 

compi led by eMilY KauFFMan ’16

Failure 
Most of my childhood and part of my adult life I didn’t take 
any risks. I was afraid of failure, of being ridiculed and of what 
others might say about me. Three years ago, sitting at church, I 
heard the song, “Lord you have come to the seashore, searching 
neither rich nor wise, desiring only that I should follow, with your 
eyes set upon me, gently smiling, you have spoken my name.”  
He wasn’t looking for courageous or un-afraid people, but just 
those willing to follow. I took the leap of faith and became a 
college student at the age of 60. It has been unbelievable. Every 
action I have taken in the last three years has required a risk. 
Sure I have been scared, but I know He that called my name! 

Graciela tijerina ’16 (Brownsville, Texas)

students ref lect  on how their  hesston exper ience 
is  he lp ing them be greater .
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fear
I am “greater than” having fear stop me from taking on op-
portunities. At Hesston, I have had the opportunity to be part of 
the women’s basketball team. Before coming to Hesston, I had 
not played basketball for four years and I was afraid I wouldn’t 
be good enough. Being on the team with people who come from 
a different culture and speak a different language has made me 
more outgoing and confident in my English abilities. 

Yui Soshizaki ’16 (Kanagawa-ken, Japan)

Fear
I am greater than having fear stop me from taking on opportu-
nities. At Hesston, I have had the opportunity to be part of the 
women’s basketball team. Before coming to Hesston, I had not 
played basketball for four years and I was afraid I wouldn’t be 
good enough. Being on the team with people who come from a 
different culture and speak a different language has made me 
more outgoing and confident in my English abilities. 

Yui soshizaki ’16 (Kanagawa-ken, Japan)

Grades
In my time here, I have realized I am greater than my grades. 
It is very easy for me to put my self-worth into my academics 
instead of as a child of God. Being at Hesston has helped me 
realize what it means to have my life dedicated to God and to 
having eternal worth. 

Micah raber ’16 (Millersburg, ohio)

opinions
I am a 24-year-old Puerto Rican, living among a majority of 
white 18- to 20-year-olds. I had a difficult time adjusting to the 
environment and the people. I cared about what my classmates 
thought of me and allowed those opinions to guide my thoughts, 
words and actions. But I am greater than anyone else’s opinions 
of me. At times I struggle to focus on the opinions that do mat-
ter – like I am God’s child and he loves me.

alice Maldonado ’16 (Fort Myers, Fla.)



fear
I am “greater than” having fear stop me from taking on op-
portunities. At Hesston, I have had the opportunity to be part of 
the women’s basketball team. Before coming to Hesston, I had 
not played basketball for four years and I was afraid I wouldn’t 
be good enough. Being on the team with people who come from 
a different culture and speak a different language has made me 
more outgoing and confident in my English abilities. 

Yui Soshizaki ’16 (Kanagawa-ken, Japan)

resistinG ChanGe
Hesston College has made me greater than resisting change. 
Making the decision to attend Hesston was the biggest change 
in my life. I was born and raised in Orange County, California, 
where I was accustomed to large populations, tons of activities 
and sitting for hours in hectic traffic. Learning to adapt to a 
small-town was difficult. At first, I thought the only entertain-
ment I would find was going to the gym for hours. Throughout 
my two years here, I have learned to embrace the change. I can 
go for a run through town and feel safe or have fun spending 
time with my roommate even if we’re just hanging out in our 
room. I appreciate the small-town life much more than I could 
have ever imagined. 

daisy Correa ’16 (Moreno Valley, Calif.)

laBels
While I have been at Hesston College I have realized that I 
am greater than labeling. Hesston is full of different kinds of 
people who have different stories. Hesston has given me the 
opportunity to interact with people and hear their stories. It has 
opened my eyes to the wonderful people that are around me. I 
have realized that stories and people at Hesston occur outside 
of Hesston as well, and this has changed how I see people of 
the world. 

nick McCoy ’16 (lee’s summit, Mo.)

Greed
While I have been at Hesston College I have truly realized that 
I am greater than greed. In my life I have been known to be a 
person that has been too greedy or too possessive of my belong-
ings, but Hesston has opened my eyes to more than just posses-
sions in life. I have realized that I shouldn't be too concerned 
with what I own but more my attitude towards others and how 
I treat people. 

Keegan leFevre ’16 (Woodland park, Colo.)



hesston ColleGe todaY  |  sprinG 2016  |  21

Integrating thought, life and faith for service in the church and the world is part of our mission statement and important to all we do at 
Hesston College. One of our college outcomes is “Persons who understand Faith through an Anabaptist-Mennonite perspective.” There are 
many activities and practices in this Christ-centered community that contribute to this integration, and particularly to the development of 
faith. Last fall, we set about developing a philosophy statement that would honestly reflect how we go about encouraging faith formation at 
Hesston College. This effort was led by the Hesston Experience Team and draft statements were tested and revised with the benefit of faculty 
and staff, our Bible Department, pastors and alumni. It has been reviewed and is being used by faculty and Student Development personnel. 
The statement that is offered here is both reflective of what we do and aspirational in what we hope to do more fully. It helps us to explain 
ourselves as well as hold ourselves to a standard. It will serve as a working document, guiding our efforts in the coming years.

hesston 
ColleGe 
philosophY 
oF Faith 
ForMation 

Students, faculty and staff at 
Hesston College are in the 
process of becoming the person 

God created them to be, a person made 
and growing in God’s image. We believe 
a person is most able to grow when they 
have a sense of belonging.

Hesston College educates and 
nurtures students in Christ-centered 
community marked by radical, loving 
acceptance with an invitation for each 
member to grow, change and be formed 
in the image of Jesus Christ with the 
help of the Holy Spirit. 

Christ-centered community practices 
obedience to Jesus, the full revelation 
of God, in all of life. As Christ works 
through this obedience, members of the 
community are transformed in Jesus’ 
image. A transformed community makes 
known the Kingdom of God on earth as 

in heaven. We fulfill this mission in everything we do. We meet students where they 
are, encourage their curiosity with and growth in Christ and introduce them to the 
core beliefs of following Jesus through an Anabaptist-Mennonite perspective:

Jesus is the Center oF our Faith 
When empowered by the Holy Spirit, we accept Jesus as Savior and Lord, inter-
pret the Bible from a Christ-centered point of view and follow Jesus in daily life.

CoMMunitY is the Center oF our liFe
When empowered by the Holy Spirit, we practice encouragement and forgive-
ness. We learn from each other and interpret scripture together.

reConCiliation is the Center oF our WorK 
When empowered by the Holy Spirit, we help people make peace with God 
and each other and serve as God’s ambassadors of reconciliation in the world, 
making visible God’s Kingdom.

We introduce all students to an Anabaptist-Mennonite way of knowing 
and following Jesus while we respect all students’ backgrounds and encourage 
faithfulness to God regardless of the faith tradition from which each comes. We 
invite each student to experience Christ-centered community, to explore the 
question “is Jesus Christ who he says he is?” and to consider the role of forgiveness 
and reconciliation in one’s own life and in the life of one’s family and community. 

— Dr. Howard Keim, President



presidential searCh CoMMittee

The Hesston College Presidential Search Committee met on 
campus Jan. 15 and 16, to work through the process of deter-
mining the best candidate for the college’s next president. Presi-
dent Howard Keim ’72 announced his resignation in October to 
be effective June 30, after 11 and a half years of service.

The search committee facilitated listening sessions where 
students, faculty and staff were able to share their experiences 
as part of the community and their thoughts on the future of 
Hesston College. Involving students and hearing about their 
experience is an effective way for the committee to understand 
the campus climate and what is important to students both on 
campus and as they make their decision to start here.

“Students were involved in the past searches, and their voices 
helped make good decisions,” said Ken G Kabira ’81, Presiden-
tial Search Committee chair and Hesston College Board of Di-
rectors member. “I believe current students can make a difference 
for future students by helping this committee.”

Faculty and staff discussed in small groups before sharing their 
ideas with the larger group. Looking to the future of Hess-
ton College, some common themes that emerged for the next 
president were an understanding of Hesston College’s unique 
strengths as a two-year private college and a creative spirit to help 
the college thrive, passion for the college’s mission and values 

as well as those of the Anabaptist-Mennonite faith, experience 
in higher education and an ability to help navigate the current 
denominational and social climate with compassion and grace.

The committee also met with civic leaders as well as church 
and Mennonite Church USA conference leaders from the area 
and solicited views on Hesston College’s priorities as well as 
advice regarding the search.

The committee met March 18 and 19, in Chicago to continue 
their work, including assembling a profile of the ideal candidate. 
More information about the search can be found at hesston.edu/
presidential-search. 

The 12-person committee is made up of Hesston College 
Board of Directors members, MEA board members, Hesston 
College faculty and staff and church and educational leaders.  

The Hesston College Presidential Search Committee: Addie Banks (Bronx, 
N.Y.), Marie (Schuessler) ’79 Morris, Board of Directors (Anderson, Ind.), 
Ramiro Hernandez (Washington, Iowa), Carlos Romero (Goshen, Ind.), Car-
lota Ponds, staff (Hesston), Barth Hague ’76 (Newton, Kan.), Ken G Kabira 
’81, Board of Directors (Naperville, Ill.), Kendra Burkey ’00, faculty (North 
Newton, Kan.), Luke Roth-Mullet ’99, Board of Directors (Hesston), Tim Bur-
kholder (Goshen, Ind.) and Lynette Bontrager (Archbold, Ohio). Not pictured: 
Tony Brown ’69, former faculty, staff (Pittsburgh, Pa.) and Don Rheinheimer 
’72 (Lombard, Ill.).

presidential searCh CoMMittee 
Meets With CaMpus CoMMunitY
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aVds

What does it look like to live out our faith? That was the ques-
tion explored by more than 300 registrants from 17 states at the 
Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Series (AVDS) weekend Feb. 
19 to 21.

The weekend’s theme, “Not Just on a Sunday,” featured Shane 
Claiborne, an ordinary radical, founder of The Simple Way – a 
faith-based justice community in inner-city Philadelphia – and 
nationally known Christian author and speaker.  

Claiborne shared stories of his experiences working with 
Mother Teresa in Calcutta, India, travelling to Iraq with Chris-
tian Peacemakers Teams and the restoration of life in his own 
community in Philadelphia. Claiborne called participants to 
“digest Jesus into us” and to let his love “ooze through our veins” 
so that “His love would become our love.” 

Participants were invited to be attentive to the ways God is at 
work already in their hometowns and the ways they can be the 
hands and feet of Jesus to their neighbors. 

Claiborne prayed, “God we do pray that you would give us 
a fearless love in a fearful world. Help us to love in a way that 
wears evil down. Give us the holy courage, Jesus, that you had 
as you faced the cross and as you faced Herod. Also give us your 
grace, your love and your mercy that sees even in our most bitter 
opponent, a child of God that is not beyond redemption.”

Separate tracks were offered on Saturday afternoon for congre-
gational life, headlined by Claiborne, and youth ministry, with 
speaker Nes Espinosa. Espinosa serves as the executive director of 
Timoteo Football Philadelphia, which supports communities by 
empowering men to mentor youth through athletics and spiri-
tual formation, and attends Oxford Circle Mennonite Church. 
He shared both about the brokenness of his home community 
that has been labeled the “Badlands of Philadelphia,” but also the 
work that God has done and is doing in his community. 

“I appreciated hearing many different questions and points of 
view presented, but realizing that everyone shared the common 
goal of bringing Christ’s love, healing and redemption to places 
and situations where pain and brokenness have occurred,” said 
conference participant Mary Bender ’15 (Harrisonburg, Va.), 
a junior at Bluffton (Ohio) University. “Listening to Shane’s 

stories and message also made me remember how both beauti-
fully simple and involved following Christ is; He invites us into 
his love, but it requires one’s whole life, every aspect. Seeing this 
group of people come together to find deeper understanding 
gave a snapshot of the wider church and hope for healing in the 
world.” 

ClaiBorne MotiVates 
Fearless loVe in a FearFul World 
eMilY KauFFMan ’16



As part of a sophomore education practicum requiring an on-
site experience in a school or organization, a group of Hesston 
College students are gaining practical experience working with 
younger students as part of a free tutoring program they estab-
lished at the Hesston Public Library. Caroline Riggenbach ’16 
(Lafayette, Ind.) organized the program and also oversees and as-
sists four other Hesston College students in tutoring elementary 
and middle school students at the weekly drop-in program.

“I have always had a passion for working with the community, 
families and students, so doing my practicum at the Hesston 
Public Library seemed like the perfect fit,” said Riggenbach. 

Riggenbach and the other tutors have the opportunity to 
build relationships with their students’ families, and have learned 
to view each new day as an opportunity.

“I do a lot of talking with parents to see how things are going 
and what seems to be working, and what areas need improve-

ment,” she said. “They are teaching me the joys of academic 
discovery, which encourages me as I get to see their little light 
bulb moments every day.”

In the future, Riggenbach plans to be an elementary school 
teacher in an inner-city public school. 

“This has been such a fantastic opportunity as it has allowed 
me to develop skills I will need to utilize as a teacher,” said 
Riggenbach. “I am learning how to set goals with my students, 
adapt to very different learning styles, reinforce rigor and high 
expectations and encourage my students and their families by 
reminding them of the great progress they are making. I am so 
blessed to be a part of such a great opportunity, and I am forever 
blessed by the smart and silly students and their loving families 
that make after school tutoring possible.” 

Caroline Riggenbach tutors a student in the tutoring program she started.

tutorinG proGraM 
GiVes BaCK to CoMMunitY
eMilY KauFFMan ’16
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CaMpus neWs BrieFs

students WorK on-CaMpus internships
A group of Hesston College students honed their professional 

skills as interns with the college’s Marketing and Communica-
tions team during the spring semester. The internship is an 
opportunity for students to expand their skills and creativity and 
build their professional portfolios as freshmen and sophomores 
– a step in the process that many students don’t start until their 
junior and senior years. The interns for the spring 2016 semester, 
chosen through a competitive application and interview process, 
are Tori Byler ’17, Belleville, Pa., photography; Christy Kauff-
man ’17, West Liberty, Ohio, graphic design; Abby Musser ’16, 
Newport News, Va., news and features writing; Karli Rodriguez 
’16, Denver, Colo., graphic design; and Caleb Schrock-Hurst 
’16, Harrisonburg, Va., sports information. 

sprinG BreaK trips
Hesston College students, faculty and staff dispersed across 

North America during spring break March 5 to 13. A group 
of 10 students and four faculty/staff leaders spent the week in 
Mexico constructing a house through the community develop-
ment organization 1Mission, which gives people in poverty the 
opportunity to earn a house by serving their community. Faculty 
member John Sharp ’73, Tony Brown ’69 and alumni Bruce ’72 
and Joy (Lichti) ’72 Rogers led a group of students and friends of 
the college to the Deep South on a Civil Rights Seminar to learn 
more about the 1960s civil rights movement. The 23-member 
Bel Canto Singers performed at 13 stops throughout Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Iowa. 

 

rn to Bsn proGraM set to launCh JanuarY 2017
Hesston College Nursing will add a RN to BSN program to 

the list of offerings beginning January 2017. The program will 
be offered via a hybrid delivery system where one-third of each 
course will be offered in the classroom and the remaining two-
thirds will be online. RN to BSN students will also be given a 
discounted credit hour price on tuition for the program. Priority 
selection will be given to applicants with all admission material 
submitted by Oct. 1. For more information about the RN to 
BSN program, go to hesston.edu/nursing. 

Photo by Brent Brockmueller ’99.



athletiCs neWs updates
GolF added as VarsitY sport 

Hesston College athletics has added men’s golf to the list of varsity sports, with com-
petition to open with the 2016-17 academic year. Chris Frantz was hired as head coach. 
“We’re very excited about the addition of the golf program,” said Rob Ramseyer, ath-
letic director. “We are confident the program will attract high-quality student-athletes 
who are a great fit for campus. Frantz, a Tabor College (Hillsboro, Kan.) graduate and 
four-year collegiate varsity golfer, developed the boys’ golf program at Sunrise Christian 
Academy (Wichita, Kan.) before coming to Hesston. “I’m excited to be at the forefront 
of a new athletic program,” Frantz said. “My goal is to help further the mission of Hess-
ton College, and to impact student-athletes both on and off the course.”  

aluMna assuMes VolleYBall CoaChinG position 
DeeDee (Martin) ’02 Landes has been named head coach of the Larks volleyball pro-

gram. She succeeds Jessica Cleveland ’06 at the helm of a program coming off back-to-
back 21-win seasons. Landes, a two-sport athlete in volleyball and basketball during her 
time at Hesston, was a NJCAA All-American student-athlete. She has served the Larks 
program for the past three years as an assistant. “I’m so excited to be taking on this new 
venture,” Landes said. “I love the sport and look forward to building relationships and 
winning games.” 

Men’s soCCer WelCoMes neW CoaCh
Hesston College and the Larks men’s soccer program welcomed Matt Gerlach as 

head coach. Gerlach succeeds Michael Armstrong ’05, who served as head coach for the 
past two seasons and who led the program in the 2015 season to its most season wins 
in 11 years. “Joining the coaching staff at Hesston College is a really exciting opportu-
nity for me,” said Gerlach. “The college’s mission to ‘educate and nurture each student 
within Christ-centered community’ really speaks to why I have been coaching over the 
last nine years and my heart for student-athletes. At Hesston, I will be allowed to invest 
in the lives of young people who are willing and excited about making a positive change 
in the world for Christ – we will just happen to be playing soccer, too.”  
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athletiCs neWs

larK BasKetBall Wraps up season 
The women’s and men’s basketball teams ended their 2015-16 season 

early in regional play. The women knocked off Fort Scott (Kan.) CC in 
the first round of regionals after dropping two regular season games to the 
Greyhounds. They lost in the second round to national top-ranked Johnson 
County CC (Overland Park, Kan.) and ended the season with a 13-17 re-
cord. After several exciting regular season wins and a 6-6 Region VI record, 
the men lost the regional opener to Brown Mackie College (Salina) and 
ended the season with an 18-12 record.  

sprinG sports underWaY 
Spring sports are in full swing with six Lark squads in season. The baseball 

team, under the guidance of first-year coach Kyle Howell, has a freshman-
heavy roster but is relying on sophomore leadership to find success. “I’m re-
ally excited about this group,” Howell said. “Offensively, I’ve been impressed 
with how far we’ve come since our guys arrived in August. We’re deep on the 
mound, and with the additions of a few mid-year transfers, we are confident 
in our staff. This group really loves to compete and we can’t wait to watch 
them fit the field.” 

The softball team and coach Andrew Sharp ’99 are optimistic for a 
rebound after a disappointing 2015 season. “I thought we were better than 
our record indicated last year,” Sharp said. “I’m confident this group can 
rebound and play better softball.” Hesston’s 45-game schedule features six 
games against teams ranked in the preseason top 15 national poll and 35 
games with NJCAA opponents. “We’ve put together a challenging schedule 
and I expect our group to compete well,” Sharp said. “We have good depth 
at several positions.” 

 
Coming off a program-first trip to the NJCAA Division I National Tour-

nament in spring 2015, the men’s tennis team is competing well early in 
the 2016 campaign. With four returners from last year’s nationals team, the 
nine-man team, under the leadership of coach Myron Diener ’78, opened 
the season with a 9-0 win over Central Christian College (McPherson, 
Kan.).

After a slow start and disappointing season in 2015, the women’s tennis 
team opened the new season with a 8-1 win over Central Christian College. 
With only two returners, the team looked to new first-year talent through-
out the season.  



1940-49
Myrtle (schweitzer) ’41 
Miller, la Junta, Colo., was 
honored at the Colorado 
Commission on aging 
Centenarian Celebration 
at otero Junior College 
(la Junta) in summer 2015. 
Born in protection, Kansas, 
in 1915, Myrtle worked as a 
registered nurse in la Junta 
until her retirement in June 
1983. one of her favorite 
hobbies is quilting and she has 
made many baby quilts for the 
rocky Mountain Mennonite 
relief sale.

albert h. epp ac49, ’51, 
Bakersfield, Calif., wrote a 
two-minute devotional book, 
How to Launch Your Day 
(Zondervan, 2013).

DEATHS

loretta (Garber) ac41 hertle, 
Mountain lake, Minn., dec. 6, 
2015

Glen Yoder ’42, Columbus, 
ohio, March 28, 2015

Wayne Miller ac45, 
shipshewana, ind., oct. 27, 
2015

Joyce (Cooprider) ac46 
Cook, hutchinson, Kan., dec. 
8, 2015

orville rutschman ac47, ’49, 
hesston, Kan., Jan. 26, 2016

shirley (Miller) ac49, ’51 
Bohn, Manson, iowa, March 
23, 2015

doris regier, wife of 
lawrence regier ac49, palm 
City, Fla., Feb. 10, 2015

Viola (diener) ac49, ’52 stahl, 
harrisonburg, Va., nov. 30, 
2015

Frances (Mumaw) ac49 
troyer, wife of Weldon 
troyer ac50, ’51, Goshen, 
ind., dec. 2, 2015

 

1950-59
DEATHS

lois (nitzsche) ac50 selzer, 
hesston, Kan., oct. 26, 2015

robert swartzendruber ac50, 
Congress, ariz., Feb. 24, 2015

robert schrag ac52, newton, 
Kan., Jan. 26, 2016

Wayne roth ac53, husband of 
Miriam (shetler) ac57 roth, 
longmont, Colo., nov. 28, 
2015

John J. Byler ’54, south Bend, 
ind., nov. 3, 2015

phil headings ’55, husband 
of estella (Yutzy) ac53, ’55 
headings, south hutchinson, 
Kan., Jan. 15, 2016

Wilbur Wallace, husband 
of Catherine (Friesen) ’55 
Yoder-Wallace, las Vegas, 
nev., oct. 29, 2015 

1960-1969
dwight King ac60, ’62, 
deKalb, ill., passed away in 
september, after a full life 
as a distinguished teacher, 
mentor and researcher in the 
political science field. King 
held degrees from hesston 
College, Goshen (ind.) 
College, harvard university 
(Cambridge, Mass.), Johns 

hopkins university (Baltimore, 
Md.) and the university of 
Chicago where he received 
a ph.d. in political science 
after three years of field 
research in indonesia. he held 
professorships at Connecticut 
College (new london) and 
northern illinois university 
(deKalb) where he served 
as director of Graduate 
studies in political science and 
director of the Center for 
southeast asian studies. King 
was internationally known in 
academic and governmental 
arenas as a scholar and expert 
on indonesia. he taught at 
prestigious universities in the 
country and was a strong 
advocate of studying abroad. 
When he became ill with lewy 
Body disease, the indonesian 
ambassador visited him at 
his illinois care home and 
awarded him with indonesia’s 
highest honors. King's 
expertise put him in advisory 
positions, including senior 
advisor to former president 
Jimmy Carter who monitored 
national elections in indonesia, 
advisor to Mennonite Central 
Committee, Ford Foundation 
World Bank, the u.s. agency 
for international development 
and the indonesian 
government.

James landis ’67, platte City, 
Mo., retired from a career in 
information technology for a 
major airline and moved from 
his home in ephrata, pa., to a 
small farm in Missouri.

DEATHS

dwight King ac60, ’62, 
dekalb, ill., sept. 10, 2015

edwin Klenz, husband of edna 
(troyer) ’61 Klenz, Vermilion, 
ohio, nov. 10, 2014

Jim Brenneman ’63, denver, 
Colo., nov. 19, 2015

lawrence selzer ’69, 
Coldwater, Kan., dec. 9, 2015

1970-79
steve ramer ’72, nappanee, 
ind., authored a book entitled 
Travels with STAND, the true 
story of five college students 
who embarked on a seven-
month journey following their 
graduation from hesston 
College. the book takes 
readers on a sometimes wild 
and adventurous journey 
through south america and 
the struggles the friends 
encountered, including trying 
to keep their van running, 
navigating almost impassable 
roads, dealing with sometimes 
difficult government officials 
and learning to live together 
as a community while being 
completely isolated from 
friends, family or social 
support.

Zenebe abebe ’74, 
indianapolis, ind., announced 
his retirement as executive 
director for Mennonite 
Central Committee Great 
lakes (Goshen, ind.) effective 
July 31, 2016. this will mark 
five years for abebe serving in 
this role.

ruth rutschman ’74 –holliday, 
andover, Kan., co-owns the 
bike store Bicycle pedaler 
(Wichita, Kan.). For 26 
years, during the Christmas 
holiday season, the store 
collects unused bikes from the 
community and repairs them 
to be distributed through the 
toys for tots program. 

Barth hague ’76, newton, 
Kan., assumed the president/
Ceo position of Mirror, 
inc., a not-for-profit private 
corporation providing 
substance abuse, correctional 
and other community health 
and human services to people 
in need. he also serves as city 
commissioner and vice mayor 
of newton, positions he was 
elected to in the april 2015 
general elections.

aluMni neWs
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neWs /  notes

Carolyn (peachey) ’79 rudy, 
Manheim, pa., was promoted 
to nursing Consultant 
Coordinator for Friendship 
Community in lititz, pa., a 
Christian agency providing 
residential services to adults 
with intellectual disabilities.

DEATH

Gladys (Graber) ’77 Beyler, 
Goshen, ind., oct. 24, 2015

1980-89
Marcia (Brock) ’81 Myers, 
Fairview, tenn., is in her 33rd 
year of professional nursing 
service.

risa (eicher) ’86 deMasi, 
salem, ore., was named 
chairman of the american 
seed trade association in 
June 2015, and is the first 
woman to serve in this role 
in the organization’s 130-
year history. risa is the co-
founder, partner and director 
of marketing for Grassland 
oregon, a leading wholesale 
seed breeder of top-rated turf, 
forage and covercrop seed.

Bruce Weaver ’86, hesston, 
Kan., is Chief Financial 
officer of the Bradbury 
Co. inc., Moundridge, Kan., 
which received the overall 
excellence and Job Growth 
award in the Wichita (Kan.) 
Business Journal’s 2015 
Manufacturing, Wholesale and 
distribution awards.

DEATHS

Gary Myers, husband of Marcia 
(Brock) ’81 Myers, Fairview, 
tenn., July 5, 2015

ruth entz ’83 Buller, wife of 
eric Buller ’88, inman, Kan., 
nov. 7, 2015 

1990-99
Bethany (Freed) ’98 and 
ryan ’99 umble, phnom 

pehn, Cambodia, serve with 
eastern Mennonite Missions 
in phnom penh in leadership 
development and student and 
family ministries. they have 
three young children, Juliana, 
Kai and aslan.

MARRIAGES

Jonathan Kolb ’95 and linh 
Bao tran, highland park, n.J., 
oct. 24, 2015

BIRTHS

anthony ’98 and ivy 
(howland) ’98 thoman, West 
liberty, ohio: leah nicole, 
March 24, 2015

Christina (Gingerich) ’99 and 
phil Castrofilippo, Gloucester, 
Great Britain: elsie Jane, oct. 
8, 2015

lisa (Yoder) ’99 and Mark 
George, hesston, Kan.: lucy 
ann, dec. 6, 2015

DEATHS

danny Begaye ’94, husband 
of lillian Begaye ’95, Chinle, 
ariz., nov. 26, 2015

2000-09
Joel ’00 and leslie (Giesen) ’06 
Gerber, harper, Kan., started 
a u-pick berry farm, sweet 
Berries & Brambles, in 2014, 
with more than an acre of 
strawberries and almost 500 
thorn-less blackberry plants. in 
the summer, they host an art 
festival, stawberries and art, 
in conjunction with local artist 
isaac shue ’07.

Kris White ’00, former staff, 
hesston, Kan., began as Fund 
advancement associate for 
Kidron Bethel Village (north 
newton, Kan.) retirement 
community. he is responsible 
for raising funds for the health 
Care Benevolent Fund, which 
provides financial assistance to 

residents who are unable to 
cover the cost of their care.

Mona Clark ’01, newton, 
Kan., was promoted to 
director of nursing at prairie 
View, a mental health center in 
newton.

natasha diener ’05, 
indianapolis, ind., was 
named teacher of the Year 
at Westlake elementary 
school, where she teaches 
kindergarten.

Micah loucks ’06, detroit, 
Mich., an innovation counselor 
for Michigan state university 
(east lansing), was named the 
2015 innovation Counselor 
of the Year at the annual 
extension awards Banquet. 
in 2015, he worked with 
more than 200 entrepreneurs 
in start-up and existing 
businesses.

rylan Miller ’06, harper, Kan., 
ag sales Manager at harper 
industries, inc., was recognized 
by Mennonite economic 
development associates 
(Meda) as one of the 20 
under 35 for 2015. the award 
was established in 2014 to 
recognize young professionals 
who exemplify Meda values 
of faith, service and an 
entrepreneurial spirit.

nathan Gilsleider ’07, 
Claremore, okla., is one 
of 23 athletes on the 2015-
16 united states Bobsled 
national team roster, and 
one of six rookies to earn a 
spot on the men’s team. the 
team plays an important role 
in preparation for the next 
winter olympics, and as they 
begin competing for spots to 
represent the u.s. in 2018 in 
pyeongChang, south Korea.

Matt ropp ’07, harrisonburg, 
Va., began a role in February 
as executive director at 
amigo Centre, a retreat 
and recreation center for 
members of the indiana-

Michigan Mennonite 
Conference congregations in 
sturgis, Mich. 

regina Wenger ’07, archbold, 
ohio, graduated from duke 
divinity school (durham, 
n.C.) in May 2015 with a 
master of divinity with a 
concentration in Christian 
education. in november 2015 
she joined the pastoral team 
at Central Mennonite Church 
(archbold), and was licensed 
and installed as pastor in 
January. 

peter Wintermote ’09, north 
newton, Kan., is a social 
worker at Bethesda nursing 
home, Goessel, Kan., and his 
wife Jennie (Warkentine) ’09 
is the supply pastor at new 
Creation Fellowship Church, 
newton.

MARRIAGES 

Janine Coblentz ’02, former 
staff and Mike Mcdowell, 
Copley, ohio, nov. 1, 2015

Jordan Brunk ’06 and alisha 
Kreig, Kansas City, Mo., oct. 
10, 2015

Kris Miller ’08 and Jenny 
Friesen, Wichita, Kan., nov. 
7, 2015

travis ebersole ’09 and sierra 
lifsey, sarasota, Fla., dec. 19, 
2015

BIRTHS

rose Friesen ’00 and pedro 
sanchez Jarquin, lazero 
Cardenas, Baja California, 
Mexico: lyla isabella sanchez 
Friesen, Jan. 5, 2015

Joel ’00 and leslie (Giesen) 
’06 Gerber, harper, Kan.: ike 
therin, oct. 2, 2015

Melinda (Martin) ’01 and Brent 
eisenberger, pequea, pa.: evan 
Gareth, sept. 10, 2015



aaron ’02 and Janice Yoder, 
Morton, ill.: twins, abram 
stephen and luke Vincent, Jan. 
21, 2015

Zac ’03 and amber harder, 
Minneapolis, Minn.: Kairus 
luke

Brian ’03 and Jenna (Kratzer) 
’04 Kempf, apple Creek, 
ohio: Madalyn elise, dec. 12, 
2015

derek ’03 and sarah 
schweitzer, Kearney, neb.: 
Gabriel royce, Jan. 27, 2016

sara (ratzlaff) ’04 and Brian 
Yost, Moundridge, Kan.: 
shawnee elizabeth, dec. 7, 
2015

Brandon ’05 and Megan 
(Yoder) ’06 Wengerd, Garden 
City, Mo.: Caliniece Marie, 
oct. 27, 2015

drew ’06 and Kara (Weaver) 
’07 ebersole, estero, Fla.: 
haverlee Grace, Jan. 27, 2016

ingrid (Vendrely) ’06 and 
Bryan Kauffman, Goshen, ind.: 
luke douglas, dec. 24, 2015

Brett ’06 and Meredith 
reinford, Mifflintown, pa., 
henry Goodworth, Jan. 2, 
2016

eric ’06 and Kim (troyer) ’06 
schmucker, salatiga, indonesia: 
Zachary adil, nov. 4, 2015

tricia (Montano) ’07 and 
dylan ’08 Gingerich, hesston, 
Kan.: Cooper James, nov. 24, 
2015

Brittany (King) ’07, ’08 and 
andrew ’08 spotts, archbold, 
ohio: alena lucille, Feb. 29, 
2016

Kelsey (Kauffman) ’07 and 
Michael tan, everett, Wash.: 
levi James, oct. 13, 2015

Caleb ’08 and heidi 
(Gingerich) ’08 detweiler, 
Valparaiso, ind.: simon uriah, 
Jan. 3, 2016

leona (Mullett) ’08 and Brice 

Williams, Medford, Mass.: 
Grayce Victoria, oct. 23, 2015

rhonda (Miller) ’09 and Brett 
Butler, newton, Kan.: nolan 
edward, Jan. 29, 2016

Manabu ’09 and Jessica 
hisamoto, osaka, Japan: eve 
Bailey, dec. 22, 2015

2010-15
alex steiner ’10, Kidron, 
ohio, was named head coach 
for the boys’ varsity soccer 
team at Central Christian 
school (Kidron) in January. 
he is a middle school math 
teacher at his alma mater, and 
assisted the soccer team as 
assistant coach the last two 
seasons.

Curtis denlinger ’11, former 
faculty, hesston, Kan., 
received his airline transport 
pilot (atp) license and 
embraer (eMB) type rating and 
has been hired by republic 
airways, an airline holding 
company that owns republic 
airlines and shuttle america.

drew emmert ’12, sweet 
home, ore., is in his first year 
as a high school p.e. and health 
teacher and varsity boys’ 
basketball coach at sweet 
home high school.

sarah Geiser ’13, apple Creek, 
ohio, began a one-year term 
with Mennonite Voluntary 
service (MVs) in Madison, 
Wis., in september. she is 
working as a community 
builder with options Madison, 
which provides community-
based supported living services 
to individuals who have 
developmental disabilities.

adam heisey ’13, ’15, 
elizabethtown, pa., began a 
new placement with peace 
Corps in Benin, africa, as 
a Community economic 
development advisor.

Justin Kyser ’13, lincoln, neb., 
Thornridge Golf Course 

Milford, Nebraska

June 20, 2016

 

NEBRAskA
GolF

twenty-seventh annual

benefit

Visit
 hessto

n.edu/nebraskagolf for more information

is co-founder and director of 
Flight operations of an un-
manned aerial system (drone) 
company called digital sky. 

Jason schroeder ’14, 
harper, Kan., competed 
for st. Gregory’s university 
(shawnee, okla.) at the naia 
swimming and diving national 
Championships in Columbus, 
Ga., in three individual events 
– 50-yard freestyle, 100-yard 
backstroke and 100-yard 
butterfly 

Matt lind ’15, harrisonburg, 
Va., was the collegiate division 
winner of the newton 
(Kan.) Mid-Kansas symphony 
orchestra’s 8th annual 
Young soloist’s competition. 
a junior at Bethel College 
(north newton, Kan.), lind 
performed a saxophone 
concerto, Tableaux de Provence 
by paule Maurice, that he 
originally performed in his 
hesston College sophomore 
recital. 

MARRIAGES

alyssa hostetler ’10 and 
Bradley hershberger, Kalona, 
iowa, nov. 1, 2015

donovan Krehbiel ’10 and 
Kassidy Kaiser, topeka, Kan., 
oct. 3, 2015

Breezie sims ’10 and richard 
Walland, Wichita, Kan., dec. 

12, 2015

Jonathan Burkholder ’12 and 
Becca short ’12, Warden, 
Wash., March 29, 2015

Caleb Kandel ’12 and alisa 
Murray ’13, Valparaiso, ind., 
Jan. 2, 2016

alissa Modlin ’13 and Brandon 
o’neill, topeka, Kan., sept. 
19, 2015

davis Cook ’15 and alex 
hiebert ’15, Buhler, Kan., May 
30, 2015

Connor rockelman ’15 and 
rachel Jantzi ’15, newton, 
Kan., sept. 25, 2015

BIRTHS 

Kendra (Mast) ’12 and Joel 
edinger, Millersburg, ohio: 
Clara Joy, oct. 7, 2015

DEATHS

reid o’Brien ’11, hays, Kan., 
Jan. 19, 2016 

Faculty/staff
Karla stauffer, faculty, 
newton, Kan., graduated from 
Wichita (Kan.) state university 
in december with a master’s 
of science in nursing degree 
with an emphasis in leadership 
and administration.
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Calendar oF eVents

"You shop, 
Hesston College 
students gain!"

Kansas alumni and friends can support hesston 
students when you shop at dillon’s. When you 
register your rewards card, five percent (5%) of 
your purchase price will be donated to hesston 
College. this also applies to Baker’s grocery stores 
in omaha, neb., and Gerbes grocery stores in and 
around Columbia, Mo.

To sign up for Dillion’s/Baker’s/Gerbes rewards:
1. Go to dillons.com/account/enrollCommunityrewards 
    now (or, depending upon your location, substitute       
    dillions for Baker’s or Gerbes)
2. Create or sign in to your account
3. Click on “enroll now”
4. Enter the five-digit npo associated with 
    hesston College (75107) and search
5. select hesston College and click “enroll”

every gift we receive makes a difference in reaching our 
student aid goal!

 
There are other ways you can give to Hesston through your 
online shopping. Watch for emails about this or contact 
development@hesston.edu for more information. 

NEBRAskA

Visit
 hessto

n.edu/nebraskagolf for more information

 MaY
 2 reading day
 3 to 5 Final exams
 5 Zac headings, voice, and elliott leichty, voice, sophomore recital
  Casey perez, voice, and Meredith spicher, voice, sophomore recital
 6 to 8 Commencement Weekend
 6 eleya raim, voice, and irenea soetjoadi, piano, sophomore recital
  lydia holland, piano, and shelby Miller, piano, sophomore recital
 7 disaster Management graduate recognition 
  nurses pinning
  anna Martin, voice, and lorren oesch, voice, sophomore recital
  aviation graduate recognition
  international Chorale concert, hesston Mennonite Church
  Caleb schrock-hurst, cello and voice, and andry stutzman, piano 

and voice, sophomore recital 
  Go everywhere reception
 8 Commencement 
 10 to 31 international Chorale tour to Germany, switzerland 
   and the netherlands
 13 to 14 Board of directors meeting
 21 hesston College Gathering with howard Keim and former president 

laban peachey, lancaster, pa.

 June
 20 nebraska Golf Benefit
 20 to 25 summer theatre Camp for ages 11 to 14
 27 to July 2 summer theatre Camp for ages 14 to 18



Homecoming 2016 
September 29 to October 2 
A Hesston College Homecoming: Home Sweet Hesston

Celebrating Hesston College and the greater Hesston community 
Go to hesston.edu for more information

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Hesston, KS 
Permit No. 5

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

(if you are a parent receiving your child’s mail, 
please forward his or her current  
address to hesston College today)

Box 3000
Hesston, KS 67062


